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IT has been regretted, that amongst the 
variety of new books, which every day make 
their appearance, there should be so very few 


* which are at all calculated for the use and im- 


provement of the youth in the lower classes 
of life. 


A few writers, however, have made it their 
business particularly to consider them. And in 
this way, not many have been more distin- 


guished than the worthy Author, Jrom whose 


works the following little book is chiefly ea- 
tracted. Mr. Hanway has written profes-— 


sedly for the poor, and his memory will live 
and be respected in the character of Farmer 


Trueman (and as.having also been the promo-’ 


ter of many excellent charities) long after the 


period when all worldly distinctions will have | 


ceased to be of any value. 


~ 


Mi Loaecliilcas ? 
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Wet, Mary, you have seen the good lady 
Mrs. ---------- : if she approves of you, 1 
hope you will like to serve her. Come, sit 
down; I have much to say to you, if my heart 
is not too full. . 

e Your dear mother is gone before me ; and 
_ * left me to act for her: and happy é is for you» 
| that Iam alive ; for young , particu- 
larly of your condition in life, when: left par- 
entless, are so much at their-own disposal, that 
they often dispose of themselves very badly. 

_ Methinks, Mary; a separation after seven- 
teen years tender acquaintance with thee, even 
from thy birth, is like ‘parting with the blood 
that strearns- through my heart, especially as 
thou art going into a world thou art not so 
well acquainted with as Iam. Believe me, it 
; is a world fuil of danger; yet, if thou hast the 
_ ~~ wisdom, whenever ms to avoid, and the 
» fortitude, when unavoidable, to withstand the 
} assaults of temptation, then will thy virtue be 
confirmed, thou wilt enjoy the heart-felt tran- 
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quillity of an approving conscience, and wilt 
feel the force of that beautiful sentiment of the 
psalmist, £* Great is the peace they have, who 
love thy law; O God.” 

Remember, Mary, thou hast a father be- 
sides me, a far greater and better, to whose 
care I recommend thee ;_ and if thou couldst 
but .always bear.in mind that his eye is ever 
upon thee, that with him “ the night is as 
clear as the day,’’? and hence learn to act al- 
ways in his holy presence ; and to ask thyself 
continually, ‘‘ Will not such company, will 
not such amusement lead me into sin? Durst 
I pad ask of God to prosper such or 
such an. ing ?”’ then would my heart 
test assured that thou wouldst escape the evil 
that is in the world ; for those who walk in 
his fear he hath graciously promised never to 
forsake, Q God, preserve my child ! keep her 
Jrom presumptuous sins ; and cleanse her from 
those secret faults which cleave to our imper- 
fect nature,and make her acceptable to thee, 
whom I have sought to serve, by bringing up 
my cluldrenin thy fear. 

. You eannot easily conceive how dear you 
are to: mei; but know, my daughter, that 
while I employ my thoughts and indulge my 
anxious wishes to Yo et a I a — : 
my own happiness with re to both worlds; 
so: hath the wisdom of the Almighty ordained, 

















4 duty- 
”. the aon ye it, unless it is spun out beyond 
| measure, which it never ought to be. All 
_ rational exercises of religion would be highly 
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7 that good satenGons, and good actions, are ev: 
© er self-rewarded. 


Consider, my dear Marty, that whether you 


5 look ‘up to heaven, or down upon the earth, if 
+ your thoughts are not di like: the 
sete a child, you will see infinite red- 


to-adore your as | th 
ns he is nothing to discourage you in thé 
wee Thaw 3 is no bodily labour in 


pleasant, were not men extremely degenerate. 


% Far indeed from considering it as a task, 1. 


you will make such progress in the feat 


Ps and in the love of God, as to know by experi- 
* ence, that pe is a very great sree ta T 


assure. you, © , that when I retire, and 
pour out my’ rae in the presence of that Be- 
ing to whose-goodness I am indebted for eve- 
ry thing I possess, and upon whose favour 


hangs every future hope: T-assure you, Ma 


ry, that those ate the happiest moments of my 


life. Even contrition for past offences; and 


sorrow for innumerable remaining: infirmities, 


4 wh n accompanied by deep humility and due 





on of mind, diffuses over it a sweet- 


® ne8s, a calm serenity of spirit, which the little 


interests of the present passing scene, its pros. 
perities or its adversities, can st aaa nor, 
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ward, circumstances, however af- 
ey 4 wholly take aways. _ 
__ Tlie gracious and , awful presence of God, 
and, the, continuance of his blessing towards 
fou, is. not .only necessary.to your success, 
ut also to:your -yery. being. . When I gointo 
my fields, Mary; I look up with. joy towards” 
the heavens ;, but, where the stupendous height 
of them, ends, 1s past searching .out »» bean 
only adore and wonder / When.I arise to. my 
work, and behold the glorious appearance. of 
the. sun; I. consider..it as..a..‘*.marvellous 
instrument of:the work of the most High’’ and 


eternal God. When:I beholdits effects shewn 
" by day, I rejoice ;.. when I.consider it as the 


means whereby my. blood circulates in my © 
veins, and.gives motion to my. pulse-and 
heart, I:fall down in. gratitude, not tothe sun, 
but to /um that_ made it, and, rules its: power. 
This is. also the. instrument which om 
even the clods of the earth, making the gra 
‘Shoot, from its, bosom, and in due time oa 
igh it to maturity, for the mse of man, » Were 
ept bound in the winter’s frost, I need. not 


tell you: that. my labour in sowing would be lost. 

i But what is this compared to the beauty of 
the heayens and the clear firmament,,when we 
_ enjoy fine weather 2. Is not your,heart enrap- 
tured when. you, consider whose handy-work 
it is ? Do not the spring and summer charm 
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with the melody of birds, the verdure of 
Sis earth, and the refreshing stream ? Can 
you see a rainbow and not praise him that 
made it? “ Very beautiful it is in the bright- 
ness thereof: It compasseththe heavens about 
with a glorious circle, and the hand of the 


~ most High hath bendedit.” Hast thou not con- 


sidered how often the showers refresh the. 
earth, when it is weary with drought, and as 


‘they fall bring with them morrow and fatness, 


to cheer the hearts of men and beasts ? The 
snow also bringeth plenty on the earth by the 


- manure contained in it. “™ As birds flying, 


the Almighty scattereth it, and the falling 
down thereof is as the lightning of the grass- 
hoppers. The eye marvelleth at the beauty 
of the whiteness thereof, and the heart is as- 
tonished at the raining of it.” - And hast thou 
never stood in religious reverence, though I 


-hope with no childish fears or foolish dreads, 
- at the noise of thunder, and storms, which 


make as it were this globe of earth to trem-. 
ble? But when the oh neared come with as- 
tonishing swiftness, art thou not struck with 
awe ? | O Lord, and wonderful are thy 

works! Z i 
As the day declares the glory and power of 
God, so at night, when you retire to refresh 
your wearied limbs, consider every star hung 
out as a lamp to shew you his marvellous 
i 
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works. Consider that he also made the moon 
** to serve in her season’’ (as the months roll 
round) ‘“ for a declaration of time,” and the 
sign that time itself will have an end. 

All these wonders in the heavens remain in 
no less astonishing order, ‘“ and never faint in 
their watches.” They move at the command- 
ment of the most High, and without his wise 
and incomprehensible direction, we mortals 
could not exist. _We should be devoured by 
fire, or drowned in water, or chilled te death 
by cold. Thou, my child, wouldest fall like 
a leaf in autumn, even in the spring and -bloom 
of thy life. 

Learn. then, not by belief only, but by prac- 
tice, and a habit of thinking, that God is alli in 
all.‘ When you glorify the Lord, exalt him 
as much as:you can, for he will ever far ex- 
ceed; . and when you exalt him, put forth a// 
your strength and be not weary.”’ _ Qur praise 
is grateful though it be weak. O my daugh- 
ter, Ae is all m all. “He hath a all 
things, and to the godly he hath given wis- - 
_dom.”’ 

Thus. far you may judge from what you 
see and hear, and surely blind are those who 
will not see-the glory of God displayed in his 
works ; and deaf, when they will not hear his 
voice, either of reason or faith, though these 
proclaim their commission as received from 
heaven. 
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DISCOURSE Il. 
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ABOVE all things I charge you, my 
daughter, to pay a strict regard and reverence 
to the sabbath of the Lord. Let this be one 
of your first concerns, and remember that the 
sabbath is of divine appointment. 

The neglect of this day, im all civilized 
countries, been: generally the great inlet 
to all manner of ‘wickedness. It were easy 
by a variety of arguments to prove that wher- 
ever the sabbath is broken, a whole tide of 
wickedness will flow in at the breach. And 
as God has blessed this day and hallowed it, so 
they unbless themselves who profane it; and. 
the keeping it holy is one of the great duties 
of both Jew and Christian. — 

It is the neglect or abuse of the sabbath to 
which we may impute many of the evils un- 
_. der which our country labours, in respect to 
sobriety and good discipline, reverence for 
laws, and such a regular uniform conduct as 
becomes good subjects and good christians. 

Rejoice’ then at the return of the sabbath, 
- not so much that you rest from your labour, 
as I hope you’ will be permitted to do, but 
that you have so fair an opportunity of offering 
your heart to your maker. 
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The Almighty has declared,. that he is 
pleased with the incense of prayer «and praise, 
offered by numbers of his rational creatures 
assembled for the same purpose, and to make 
joint-supplications for mercy for their offen- 
ces. Go then with gladness to the house of 
‘God, not only to worship him, but to hear his 
word from the mouth of his ministers. Our 
own hearts are deceitful, but be well assured 
that those who have pleasure in praying to 
God, and put their trust in him when they 
pray, instead of flying from his house, they 
will fly to it as the place of their highest com- 
fort and joy : praise and thanksgiving will be 
their entertainment, and they will pour out 
their hearts in humble acknowledgment of 


‘their sms past, and renew their resolutions of 


amendment. 

The first and test object of religion, 
next to the belief in God, is to worship him. 
_ Now whether youdo this 1 in publick or in pri- 
vate, take the wise man’s advice: ‘ Before 
thou prayest, noe ag thyself, and be not as 
one that tempteth the Lord.”” Remember 
also that there are two branches of devotion, 


supplication and praise : 


session of sin and misery, and petition for re- 


a - lief; the last is an angelical and heavenly du-. 


ty. The distinction is obvious, but I fear it 
is not made so often as it should be, and the 





The first is the con- 
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reason is but too plain ;_ people in nil are 
not'sufficiently attentive to-their, prayers ;_ they 
utter words, but do not therefore pray. 

The duty.of attending divine worship be- 
ing required of all christians without distinc- 
tion of persons, these who take the liberty to 
dispense with it, and seldom appear at the 


house of prayer, are generally. ignorant and 
abandoned wretches, who loiter about 
a miserable diversion,of their thoughts, hay- 
ing scarcely everrmeditated on the. an of a» 
God. 

As God has moddlé: a cnerailies of the. sab- 
bath-day to himself, to distinguish it by pecu- 
liar acts of devotion and religion, and it is so 


happy a. fence: against impiety, it isa sad_in- 


stance of thea ignorance and. religion of the 


present age, to see it so universally disregard... 
ed ; neither is it sufficient merely to attend 
publick worship, for surely to spend the re- 
mainder of that day in unmeaning dissipation 
and unprofitable visiting, is not to;keep. it ho- 
ly (that is, separate or appropriate to purposes 
of- religion} but, to say the least, does much 
more defeat the gracious intention for which 
it was instituted (namely, to call our thoughts 
to the things of and our own everlasting 
interests) than if it were spent in the mewn 
exercise of our daily calling... - 
God requires our obedience ; but it is ene 
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| ke some amongst a great many others of his 
| goodness, that he does not require it 
in any instance, where it will not eventually 
promote our own happiness and exalt our 
character. He requires, indeed, that we 
ih we sometimes deny ourselves a present 
idulgence or amusement, but then it is only 
cases ‘where such present indulgence or 
amusement would be hurtful to ourselves or 
others, or would in its consequences be preju- 
dicial to our more important and everlastmg 
interests. Wel! therefore might the Psalmist 
ery out, “ Bless the Lord, O my scul, and for- 
get not all his benefits. Who forgiveth all 
thine iniguities, and healeth all thy diseases. 
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction, and 
crowneth thee with loving-kindness, and ten- 
der mercies. Who Sfilleth thy mouth with good 
things, so that thy youth is renewed as the ea- 
gle.” Thy devotion should indeed fly on the 
“wings of love to the God that made thee. 

It is the crime.and misfortune of people: in 
our condition, and perhaps of our betters al- 
~ $0, that when we meet to worship God, we 
do not generally address him with that awe 
and homage. which become rational creatures, 
and, as we justly stile ourselves, miserable 
“sinners. My. dear -Mary, endeavour to im- 
press your mind with some suitable ideas 
_ (yet imperfect and irladequate they must ever 



























be) of his boundless 


oe 


leur and transcen- 
dant excellence ; and remember that however 
faulty some of our superiors may be in their 


‘stations, the greater part of us are generally 


worse in ours, and therefore we should mend 
our own manners. ‘There are many who 
know their duty, yet do not practice it ; but 
when our betters do not shew us an se 


it is in our power to put them to the blush. 


The false notions, joined to the rank hy- 
pocrisy of some of the Jews, in our Saviour’s 
days, ran so high, that they pretended to be 
much scandalized at his domg works of smer- 
cy on the sabbath-day., This he reprehended 
with severity, leaving us a silent lesson, that 
such employment ought not to be deemed as 
labour. Works of necessity are also warran- 
table, such as’ pulling the ox out of the pit. 
But what shall we say of those, who, having 
much time on their hands on this day, when 
the season willnot permit them to walk abroad, 
employ themselves about any thing, rather 
than in reading the scriptures, and pious and 
instructive books. Alas, how wretchedly do 
‘they murder their time ! ; 

An idle person at any time is a bad sight, 
but absence from the great business of the 
sabbath, and during divine service, is mon- 
strous indeed ! : 








DISCOURSE III. 


OUR discourse yesterday was very serious, 
Mary, but I did not finish what I had to say. 
Indeed it demanded great attention, for it was 
in effect nothing: less than a lesson of instruc- 
tion to prepare for eternity. 

- What a deplorable condition are those in, 
who live all their days as without God ; and 
those who do not pray to him cannot be said 
to live with him. How grievously painful it 
is to the human heart, not rendered callous by 
the habit of wickedness. to think of being 
afloat in a wide sea, without provision, com- 
pass, or ballast ; tossed by the tremendous 
billows, and driven by tempestuous winds, 
uncertain whether to sink: in the profound 
abyss, or be dashed against the rocks, or per- 


ish by some more dreadful accident ! Yet, - 


this is their unhappy case, who never seek to 
become acquainted with, or to obtain the fa- 





»  vour of God. ' This is ‘their situation, who 


livé, agit were without him ; ‘and, however 


- they may be at present engrossed by the van- 


—" and false. ie ures of the world, believe 
they will feel, and fully comprehend the 


belandas ‘of- ‘their condition, when it is- 





gg a eee eee ee Bas en ar aos . = COT ER RN 
= : ay Re nen Re tang Mg a 5 ile is oa gs a vit ws 
.™ r +o ier ea lta 5 SPY ee ea i n i * : 





21- 


too late. May you, my child, never be 
amongst this number ! 
-» Qn the other hand, those who make it their 
constant endeavour to obey the commands of 
God, and to worship him in spirit and in 
truth, gain such a filial trust and. confidence 
in his goodness, knowing that all their imter- 
ests, present and future, and the interests of 
those whom they love, are perfectly safe. in 
his hands, that they have scarcely any remain- 
ing solicitude, save only to do their duty; and 
what was it but a temper of mind like this 
that enabied so many persons, recorded in the 
scriptures, and other histories of the greatest 
authority, tv triumph even in death, submit- 
ting cheerfully to the torture, when the cause 
of religion called them to maintain the truth, 
and to seal it with their bload ? | 
Prayer is an intercourse between our heav- 
enly father and-our own hearts, and therefore 
itis impossible to worship him acceptably, 
but in spiret and in truth. This isso agree- 
able to the common sense of mankind, that it 
is very easy to understand why mere words, 
in which the heart hath no -share, are called 
re + etal of fools, who consider not that they 
evil. 
‘The pious Archbishop Sarr tells us, 
és £8 
Prayer ought to be the continual exercise 
of life, for itis to the soul, what meat and 
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drink are to our. bodies, their repast, their 
support, their nourishment. Prayer is the 

‘eat universal instrument by which we fetch 

own blessings from above, and become pos- 
sessed of whatever we want. Prayer is our 
defence’ and preservative against sin, and 
against temptation. It is the wings of our 
‘souls, whereby we raise ourselves up above 
this lower world to the God above, with whom 
while we therein converse, we become the 
more transformed into his nature. Whatever 
anticipations of heaven there be on earth ; 
whatever forétastes we christians have in these 
bodies of the happiness of eternity, they are 
all heightened and improved by the means of 

yer.” 

Consider the necessity of being as active in 
your religious duties, as in any other : this is 
a matter of the highest moment. The lazi- 
ness which occasionally invades a great part 
of mankind, may happen sometimes to keep 
you so long in your bed, as to create hurry 
and dissipation of thought, by sudden calls 
to your duty, which may prevent youf morn- 
ing-prayers ; and you will set about your 
business without having offered up your de- 
votion to the Almighty. When this is the 
case, as soon as you fecollect, repair the fault 
immediately in the best manner-you can. 
‘We'may pray in thought, nay even in words, 
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without acquainting the world what we are 
about. If, after recollecting, you decline do- 
ing your duty, and any evil should befal you 
during the day, you will suffer this double 
self-reproach, that you first omitted your duty, 
and then increased your guilt by rota | to 
ask for the protection of heaven : you sufier- 
ed business, or some trifling object of amuse- 
ment, to possess your mind, in preference to 
the God who made you. And if no distin- 
guished misfortune should happen to you on 
that, day, you will be the more subject to the 
omission on another day, and accumulate 
your guilt, and your sins to be repented of. 
Nothing is more true in general, than thatthe 
omission of good is the.commission of evil, 
and it is true i this 4nstance. 

Be therefore sure of your morning prayer, 
and rise early that you be not interrupted in 
this duty. Habit willsoon render it familiar, 
and you will receive some part of your reward 
in the benefits of. early rising, which I need 
not tell you who are accustomed to it. 

There is more respect, decency, and pro- 
priety in praying on our'knees. Prayers in’ 
bed are usually called ejaculations, as when 
we are just falling into the arms of the death 
of sleep, or rising again, as it were from the 
grave, when we awake. 

Make as sure of your evening prayer, as of 
your bodily vest, without which you would die. 
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‘My master once told me, that it is a prov- 4 
erb among the Hollanders, who area busy na- mai 
tion, that “‘ no one ever loses any time by you 

| praying, or is the poorer for giving alms.” sul 
S The: first part is very obvions, and the last sor 
| may be easily reconciled, where prudence is "= opr 
exercised. — ™— for 

Among various excuses for negligence, you «the 
willhear some silly mortals plead want of time. — am 


This is as false in fact, as it is absurd in opin- 
ion ; for if you should be interrupted in fall- 
ing’ on your knees in secret, pray, as I have 
just mentioned, secretly, as you sit, or walk, 
or. stand, or work. But at all times, when 
you pray, collect your thoughts, that your 
heart may keep pace with your tongue. 

This is as essential a duty as it is to pray at 
all; and for the same reason, short prayers 
are preferable to long ones, & 

r prayers are .our true and faithful 
friends, who will never forsake us. They 
are our guardian-angels. We may enjoy the “2 
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happiness and advantage of their company in - 
a palace or a dungeon ; and without their aid = =| 
“we Cannot have the least security that we shall ais 
be constant to God ; ‘live like believers in — » 
‘him; or be obedient to the laws of Christ. 3 a 
If you do not seek for the mercy of God, you ef tc 
cannot expect to find it. You are command- = 7 


ed to seek, and promised that you shall find,if @ ® 
you do seek ; but not, whether you seek or no. ™ 
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Consider, my dear Mary, the:stateof hu-) 
you, and all the-children of men.) We are all: 
subjectevery day and:every hour, to pamand 
sorrow; sickness: and death ; and» should: live 
prepared for -whatever a day »may: bring 
forth.: We are subject to a greater evil than 
the certainty of. death ; . we are subject to sin, 
and therefore must take heed, whilst we think — 
we stand, that we do notfall.; You are ‘sure 
that life must end in: a few-uncertain: years. . 
It is impossible, being in-your right mind, 
that you should not be anxious for the event, 
what is to become of: you, through the num- 
berless ages of eternity... We are all persua- 
ded that we have:souls, and believe they: wall 
be saved or must perish. .We are.continual- 
ly in hope or fear of something; :andi for the 
same reason that we believe in a staterof.. re- 
wards and punishments after death, our fears 
and hopes extend to objects beyond. the grave: 
Every one knows this, who is:noti)stupid: + - 
what then can you do, to take outithe sting: of - 
your fears, and to.render your hopés not only 
comfortable, but joyful? » What cam you-do; 
but apply with all youm#fleart and understand-. 
ing, with all your mind and all your strength 
to. God, beseeching him that he will shew 
you the paths in which you ought to walk ;. 
and moreover by comparing together your 
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own character, and the terms on which salva- 
_ tion is promiséd in the gospel, endeavour ear- 
nestly, “so to; conduct yourself as to come 
withm those terms, or in the apostle’s lan- 
guage, ‘* to secure to yourself a good founda- 
tion;”’ and to’ “ lay hold on eternal life.’ 
* And, -indeed,; what is religion. (of which 
er ‘is one of the ‘highest acts) but the 
of the most excellent truths, the 
tion of the most glorious. objects, 
the hope. of the: most : ravishing pleasures ; 
and the practice of such duties as are most 
conducive to:our happiness ? 
- “Be: well assured, Mary, and I think you 
have tried: the ‘experiment, that your inclina- 
tion to serve God faithfully in your thoughts, 
words, and:actions, and your power ofdoing 
it will j increase’ in-proportion, as you rightly 
| » the duty of prayer. On the other 
if you should forsake the paths of vir- 
tue, you will as-certainly cease to look up to 
God, and your imclination to all goodness. will 
daily dectinan of this I have known num- 
berless sad:and deplorable instances. Heaven 


preserve thee, my daughter ! 
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DISCOURSE IV.- > 


e 


MANY of us are apt to fal into a foul 
which seems to proceed from a right princi- 
ple, thou eh not rightly understood. Reserve 
is in no instance more proper as serncoethe ses 
to prayer; yet itis equally true; that 
reserve oftentimes betrays the cause of devo- 
tion. When people are afraid, or ashamed, 
of doing what is right, :they are)in the more 
danger of being led todo wrong- : ‘Phere is a 
kind of resolution so essentially “necessary to 





religion that it can hardly » ww Foy without it. 


We. must be firm on all occasions in doing 
our duty, considering it as ‘an: 


a incumbent on all the children of 


You have heard of women, who in the 
Pose ages of ~christianity, ex themselves 
to flames and: tortures, ‘than: give up 
their integrity, and’ this with as-constant and 
intrepid: a mind as the bravest mam that ever 
lived.. There is nothing’ great without con- 
Stancy : and it is our duty to possess our 
Fa with aoe resolution, that as no fear of 
pain should affright, so no temptation to 
sure. should, pete th us from oiton. tae yor 


without this habit of firmness and weshitieds 
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we shall never be able to withstand the many 
: temptations to do what is wrong, or to neglect 
what is right, that we shall meet with from 


the false maxims and mistaken opinions that 


prevail i in the world. 

| Weare ‘commanded, it is true, ‘by our 
great. Lord and:Master, to pray in secret, that 
‘we may not be séen of men ; that is, not to 
‘seek the praise of men, as the Pharisees did. 
‘You remember our Saviour expressly men- 


tions. the gross hypocrisy of those people, in 


his. time. . However do not turn away from 
the: meaning of your divine teacher, and act 
asf yoli‘ were ashamed of being found on 
your knees. ‘The consequence of childish 
fear inthis instance’ is, that many get into an 
habitual neglect, and do not pray.at all. If 


_ two personsmeet together, both well inclined, 


and both timorous, or prejudiced to this opin- 


. ion, they will both decline: doing their duty : 


and what’ a_ ridiculous, and at the same time 
ical figure will-they make ! If they come 
)the point of never praying but at church, 
ean it be expected they will be really attentive 
to their ‘prayers. when ‘they are there : and 
can they pray at church, without being seen ? 
Custom makes ‘it familiar tons, to’avoid all 
hutnan eyes in private ;_ but résolution and at- - 
great business of devotion 
should render us.superior to all interruption or 
surprize, when we are praying. 
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Your poor mother, good as she was, yet it_ 
was a long ~ time before she surmounted that. 
false modesty in which she was bred, which 


- madé it seem criminal in her eyes, to be seen 


on her knees ; but I happily convinced her, 
that it was our mutual security not‘to neglect. 
the duty of prayer ; and that as we retired to: 
rest and rose, at the same hour, so we should. 
likewise offer up the incense of our prayers,. 
with one heart and mind, — | S Hak 
You are sensible, that in order to fix any 
object on the mind, we must think, or read, 
or discourse about it. The two last include 
the first ; but there is a pecular charm in the 
conversation of sensible pious friends ; we 
are sure of their heart.. My master used to 
say, that according to a Persian proverb, “ the 
conversation of a friend brightens the eyes.’” 
The familiar discourse of a virtuous friend is 
pleasing and advantageous.; but of all conver- 
sations, that is the most interesting which 
leads us into the paths of everlasting happi- 
ness. Such as this can hardly come from 
any, but the good and wise : those only de- 
serve the name of friends; who are. true to 
their own hearts, and:confess the power of re~ 
ligion ; persons of a different turn can only: 
do us kindnesses, and be agreeable compan- 
ions. If you would be wise, you must some— 
times submit to be thought:foolish. The 
a : 
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first thing 


end’; and you may be well assured, whatever 
tends to promote the cause of true religion, 

es so far in the attainment of the true end 
of life, and exalts human nature. Yet alas, 
Mary, whether it be amongst us or the great 
vulgar ; whether it be from fear of the impu- 
tation of ostentation, or hypocrisy, or to 
avoid any other thing which the world least 
applauds, I do not find that it is a custom 
or fashion among the gentry to say any thing 
at all about devotion, neither as it relates to 
themselves, nor their servants. Some of the 
truly zealous, and “some of the enthusiastick 
part of: us’ talk of ‘it occagionally ; but. for 
want of distinguishing true zeal from enthusi- 
asin, which is as different as light from dark- 
ness, -most people are apt to draw one com- 
- mon. coficlusion; -namely, that those who 

speak of piety are not pious, in’ the: sense. that 
“piety is allowed to be amiable, good, and 
" praise- -worthy.' My ‘master used sometimes 
- to give his sentiments in company, ina ration- 
al and familiar: manner, like a man anda 
christian, as I thought; but lam sorry to 
tell thee, Mary, his acquaintance, who were 
otherwise sober people, were generally as si- 
lentas the grave, as if it were a matter of no 
moiment to them, or-that they were totally in- 


a wise man considers is #e end of 
his being, the next how he shall attain that. 
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moore of uttering a single word: on the subs 
ject, with any 'propriety. ° 


In- your. tender years, you I lidiened to my’ 


discourse, as if you. meant to engrave every 
word:on your heart : 
you looked up to heaven, seeming to feel the 


force of. your words, and to mean what you’ 


sai, Cherish this custom, and hold it near- 
est to your heart. You have sometimes seen’ 
your mother on her ‘knees, with streaming 
eyes, entreating the Almighty to pity your 
poverty and your sex, and shield your person 
from the merciless hands’ of the vile 'destroy- 
ers of female innocence. You are now’ come 
to years of discretion, and know your own 
danger ; therefore you must consider your 
own prayers'as your surest. guard: and.if 
you pray to your heavenly father with real de- 
votion, (let the world go as it may) he who 
heareth in secret will rewerd you openly. 
Among the various helps of performing the 
duty of prayer, I reckon it one of the greatest 
to utter words slowly and solemnly, weighing 
their: sense and. meaning. Whether it be 
comfort or advantage, it. must arise from a 
close:attention to the object, to whom you ad- 
dress your prayers. . Your attention must be 
kept awake, that..you may neither tire nor 
wander in thought. These. infirmities are 
muchialike, and. human: nature is much ad- 


and when. you prayed, 
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dicted to them. The more you perceive ei- 
ther of them, the mare watchful you should 
be of yourself, and accommodate your prayers 
to your.real powers of mind; at the same 
time, do not deceive yourself, and under a 


fond notion of an unavoidable defect, in this | 


particular, becomehabitually negligent. Our 
hearts aré more treacherous than we are apt to 
ine. It is cerain that a multitude of 
words will notavail ; but if you are indolent, 
cold, and unwilling to pray, you may think a 
few words too many. In such circumstan- 


ces you cannot be said to offer up your heart’ 


to God, be your words ever so few. 

A consciousness of the weakness of our 
_nature, respecting our inability to expand the 
wings of our, devotion beyond a certain meas- 


ure, naturally creates such an humiliation of 


heart, as is one of the essential requisites of 
piety,. and constitutes a chief part of it. Fam- 
ily-prayer is another means to help us in this 
_-duty of devotion. This seems to be a mutu- 
al .security to every one in the family, that 
| they shall say their prayers at certain times, 
whether it be once or twice ina day. If such 
| is properly repeated, it wili rouse the 
tad of the he sniiale and conquer that cold- 
ness and unwillingness which is so apt to 
seize the heart, in this instance, if we do not 
keep a strict watch over it. But such family- 
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prayer is.so’ thuch .out.of: fashion, ‘ha Pe 
will rarely find it, 
'.. [fear that servants. receive but ite bene | 
from. their master or mistress in this j 
‘They think it enough, thatthey have the’ pr 
er authority over.us as their seryants, ex: 
pect from us. strict justice and fidelity ; | yet 
they seldom go so far as to inform themselves 
where. the servant learnt to be just and faith: 
ful: The only solid security for justied.or 
fidelity is founded in religion : But if, every 
master. supposes’ his predecessor. performed 
his duty, young men and women, not duly. 
taught by their parents, will be left to actat a 
hazard; and thus it happens, that. many ser- 
vants have little or no sense of moral, or mie: 7 
ious obligutions. arte lee 
_ So that you see: then, this-great busin 
depends pies on yourself. Women are 
justly called the devout sex ;,and: they are 
most distinguished for piety, as well.as. for 
the duties of domestick life, yet from a cde 
delicacy, in’ which religion hath nq share, 
have observed, that some ladies i thought 
themselves absolved from all demands relative 
to,family-prayer, because they Were not. mars, 
ried ; and yet. Lite aogartsneenber 40 hye met 
a single word in the New. Testament which 
makes any such distinction’ ;.on the contrary, 
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liBerty to promote the exercise of such relig- 
jous duties; those who are married being 
@bliged: to. obey their husbands. You see 
that people never want reasons, such as they 
may be, for doing whatever they. like, or for 
letting . ‘alone what is not agreeable to them, 
and for being inattentive to their eternal obli- 
gation of worshipping God. under their own 
roof... 

In the comparative view of private and pub- 
. lick prayer, you ought to consider, that al- 
_ though it is the custom of the world to follow 
example, | rather than precept or instruction, 
it would be much safer, in most cases, to fol. 
low instruction. Its an indispensible duty 
to worship God in publick ; those who go to 
church merely from custom and decency, 
have seldom much inclination for devotion, 
uublick or private ; and the same authority 
which requires publick worship, requires. pri- 
Vate..also.. yer of- the humble 
sierceth the clouds, and till he come nigh he 
not a comforted.” “This is not said of 
; ate deyotion, for it is supposed 
that ie ds same warmth and sincerity accompa- 
nics both. To. pierce 
fon isa very § strong and beautiful expres- 


fap it coicinlg. x must be the importuni- 


our sup 
: ee, directed by. the understanding, and 
attended with fervency and zeal, which alone 
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can be supposed to reach the ears of the Al- 
mighty, or afford comfort or~ joy to the mind 
of man. Amidst all the bustle of the world, I 
consider that person as the happiest of the chil- 
dren of men, whose addresses to God are the | 
most acceptable . 

If you fear God, you will be led to respect 
the preathera-ot the gospel. “The wise man 
complies it as a trial whether we love God or 
not, by our reverencing or forsaking ¥ his faith- 
ful ministers: And indeed it’ Was natural for 
a wise man’ to draw this conclusion, because in 
common life, in proportion as we love the mas- 
ter, we shew a proper + to his servants. 

You and I now stand before the everlasting 
father, and sovereign of the universe, gs a 
great and solemn occasion: very 
ourselves, however insignificant to the world. 
Asa father, 1 command you; asa friend, I 
entreat you ; to pray constantly and uniform- 
ly every morning and evening. Be assured 
my dear daughter, it is the means which will 
bring you a blessing and success in life’; and 
without it you may easily stab mp peace, and 
bring these ‘gtey locks with sorrow ‘to the 
grave. If you pursue my maxims, and o 
my precepts, though we should by Yams by 
the cold hand of adversity, yet our Ziv es may. 
be comfortable ; and: ‘dei when. heaven 


shall call us hence, will open a passage to a 
joyful and glorious cteriitty- 








‘DISCOURSE V. 


~“ ADDED to the arguments already ae 
in. favour of the duty, of prayer, I must not 
emit to mention the example of Christ, and 
you know, Mary, what I have often told you 
your having been baptised merely, will 
_ hot ae you to the glorious promises of the 
gospel you must obey the commands of 
hrist, fe in self-government, piety to'God, 
and. benevolence to your fellow-creatures, you 
must. endeavour to imitate his example. In 
the history of his life, we read often of his re- 
tiring to prayer. Luke y. 16, xi, 1. 
‘This was that mighty prince, who made his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, not with the 
splendid shew of an earthly prince, to please 
fancies of men with a tinsel-glitter, but to 
fill the heart with joy, even with the hopes of 
eaven, and happiness immortal, They 
shouted. if Hosannah to the Son. of David. 
lessed.is he that cometh in the name of the 
ord !”’-—-Blessed indeed was he to whom 
sod had given power to open ‘the eyes of the 
kc: n age enabled the dumb to sing, and the 
ime to dance for j joy. Yet.such was the fa- 
and perverse disposition of the 
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rulers of the Jews, that they: condemned t this 
glorious prince ‘of peace “to. di¢ “upon the 
crdss. And what heart can conceive, or what 
torigue can utter the dreadful scene then tep- 
fesented on the theatre of the world ? Hi 
flighty prince and redeemer, this ‘divine ‘sa- 
viour, “was” buffeted, ‘mocked: ‘atid’ spurned. 
Hé was dragged to ‘execution fike a felon, and 
nailed on the cross. There his heart heaved 
with agony of pain, and ‘not aoe ‘pi H 
for he cried ‘to God } Father see bea 


clined his head, and ot HE You its 
ber, ‘Mary, what you have read’ He the New 


for they know not ‘what they hit 


Testament, upon this subject ; Mint: 
eventbled! ;” the Yell of thé4e ie ab 

the rocks burst ; many ‘ of | | 

and appeared before men’s § eyes i anne 


seemed for a time to be convulsed, atid, * it 

were, expiring with the Son of God. 
But what was the consequence of this wz 

paralleled ‘obstinacy and wickednéss of ae 


Jews, who were the voluntary instruments oF 
and injustice ?° Their fa. 


this act of cruelty 


mous city of Jerusalem, ‘a their holy ‘tem- 
ple, which ‘was of such immense ‘value, wei 
forty ‘years ‘after destroyed by the Romans n 
Jerusalem is now in the hands ‘OF the Turks 
and Of very little’ momient, though on 
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themselves, their, state was destroyed, and the 
people dispersed over the earth ; and now for 
near seventeen hundred years, the .Almighty 
hath not permitted them to:collect themselves 
into-a body, or form a government, being 
scattered.in christian, mahometan, and pagan 
countries ;- manifesting to the whole earth the 


truth of the gospel of Christ. You see some 


of their descendants, who live among us: 
they: maintain to this day their particular cus- 
- toms and manners ; they neither keep the 
same sabbath day, nor eat the flesh of animals 
killed after the same manner as ours: ‘They 
do not: mix with the world as soldiers, sea- 
men, or husbandmen ; they intermarry only 
among themselves : in a word they’stand as 
monuments to remind us of this great event, 
though themselves: are unbelievers, and still 
look for that very Messiah whom their fore- 
fathers crucifizd, as you declare in your belief. 
There.are some of our condition, Mary, so 
, tittle instructed in’relation to prayer, that they 
do not distinguish. the belief; or declaration of 
lat they believe, from an address or prayer 
to the Rinoight. There is indeed this like- 
ness, thit both are of a very serious and sol- 
emn nature, and:require a very close attention 
to the sense of every word, that sufficient time 
be given for recollection, and assent of mind 
to.-the full: meaning of them. This is the 
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first Step towards religion : The second is the 
knowledge. of the commandments of God : 

The next thing isa firm.and steady 1 resolution 
of obedience to such commandments ; and 


lastly our prayers being added, iniploring the 


divine “assistance, ;” these obvicus and plain 
operations of the mind, mutually aid and sup- 
port each other, and employ’ their joint forces 


‘to combat sin and. triumph over the world. 


As you believe the resurrection. of the dead, 
and the life everlasting, and that Christ. 1s ap- 
pointed to judge the living and the dead’; he 
will certainly judge you, and he will as cer- 
tainly pardon or condemn you. If you shail 
have ousady endeavoured to live according 
to your belief, and agreeably to the command- 
ment of God, and the ore be S ig 
you will be happ py for got Vales 
substantially happy im ‘the ‘en 
eternity !., If you have a SO ived, ed, dic 
impenitent, we have the same authority to be- 
lieve you will perish everlastingly ! : 

And ‘now before we leave this subject, I 
must observe to you, that it.is trifling to talk 
of the religion of Christ, and to piece: to be 
one of his followers, and not’ to remember 
him in whatever he hath commanded. - 

Ihave much reason to fear ‘there are many - 


who live and die without ‘ receiving: the. sacra- 
* ‘ment of ’ ‘the Lord’s Supper. ‘Some begin 


40 


very. late in life to.receiye. it,,and others leave 
it of very early... This negligence arises from 
yery wicked, or-yery. foolish reasons, or no 
‘reasons. at’ all. _-People;. stand in awe of- this 
solemnity, as a very thing ; but do not 
Lcpee of it, because they think themselves 
not h:; .and they act as if. they 
‘were eat pa to be no better, or as if they 
‘didnot think this could be any means tomake 
them better, though it is required by. Christ 
himself. 


TEI was to invite my ‘eichbeas to sup with. 


‘me, and he excused himself because he.was 
jflot in a cleanly condition, would »not you be 
‘astonished thai, he did not set about to wash 
himself? But s that I were to fur- 
mish him with the requisites for making him- 
self lean, and he should. still insist that. he 
. wld not come ; ht I not suspect that 
| was not heartily i tnclfed to my frien 

eht:for reasons to excuse himself ? 
















but as it « s on the hearts, the lives, and 
al men, like other religious duties. 


ur Lond and Master, in whom we profess 
to trust, invites us. to his. sup as upon 
another. occasion, he says, a ome unto-me 
all e who labour and. aad inchler Tiina d 

| refresh vyou.” ,. And do you. think. you 
can go to him, in true-sincerity of heart, and 


here is no miracle in the effects of this . 
holy ordinance : it neither saves nor destroys, 


‘geen 
be? . Se Sage 
iis ht aadle 
Seah eaten ee 


Mi IAMcer ers Ws EN 


a oS 
RE! Capea 
Pe eae 


Pasein.: Sy ER ed oe i 
ROS siete < 


¥ = 
at: Set ee 
<n ie S ie ee (pret 


Sy 








3 

a 

Be y 

a5 
Pain 
"ar. 

Foe 
os 
Sake 
ae 





not find refreshment ?- He directs us; on this 


_“Gmay consider it in'these several-views: ~~ 
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occasion, the most. solemn: the: world ever 
knew, to go. He, the Som of God, was going 
to suffer a cruel and. , Arar eae death, and 
commanded ‘us to do this in remembrance: of 
him; anddo you think, while memory holds 
a place in your brain, you should forget him? 
He tells us why we should: do: this, and how 
it is to be done. - He bids us -receive» the 
bread and wine in remembrance of his death 
and sufferings, of his body; pierced and blood 
spilt, as a token of his wonderful love towards 
us ; and requires this memorial to be contin- 
ued through every generation, until his com- 
ing again in glory. 

: Weaulds Ln person in his right mind, -re- 
fuse such -an mvitation from the. greatest and 
‘best friend in the world, upon so vast and.im- 
portant an occasion ?).Can ‘any one decline 
coming to this heavenly: entertainment, with- 
out a neglect, which is an, affront to'so great 
a Lord of so great a feast ? And if we con- 
‘sider the command;'as‘coming from the great 
‘Captain of our salvation, is not our refusal to 
obey it, of the same nature as a soldier’s de-.« _ 
fence, when he disobeys his commander 2. > >> 






» As to the intention of ‘this ordinance, you a as ‘i 


ima manner the: most» 


1. Itisto fia and ip vhs on your mind, - 
res sting, the remem- 
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brance of the) deathaf Christ, as the strongest 
motive: to,yourobedience. .. 

«<Q -Itas'a commemoration of his death, in 
an humble acknowledgment of its being the 
PINE your hope of eternal life. 

‘tis a: > agaaial declaration to the world 
oni your ‘faith. inv him, and that. you on your 
ea: will endeavour to become holy, as he 
was :holy, and to continue down the memory 
of: his lowe to all generations. 

»4y “Atisa.high expression of your thanks 
and - ‘gratitude to God. for his unspeakable 
anercy in sending’. his son into the world for 
the»redemption of mankind from sin and 
ys 

oilt isa confirmation, on your part, of 
| rn ‘covenant which God: hath made with us, 

anda thankful acceptance of those conditions 
. of pardon, which he ‘has offered, and whereby 

we en and renew our an obligations to 

* Now of /all commands, it is nataral to lay 
the: ‘greatest stress upon those which are given 
us’ by. our friends, a little ‘before their’ death, 
_ especially. if we reallylove them, and they. par- 

ticularly desire it to be done, in remembrance 

of them. . Let us'suppose that the lady whom 
‘you arenew going to serve, by an/astonishing 
ena of her love. and: compassion for you. 
— preserve your life ;: edie venguaee 
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not only snatch you! fromthe -grave, butdie 
herself inthe attempt ?. Suppose. likewise 
that she were to leave youya creditable main- 
tenance upon the condition of: your ‘doing 
some particular act easily performed ;. would 
you not do it ?, would not !your neglect ap- 
pear the blackest, ingratitude,. whilst your fol- 
ly would be the derision of; children, for you 
would lose your support>by a. negligence 
which would plunge»-you: into poverty, and 
give you the character .of a mad-woman or an 
ideot ?. And yet, alas.!, what could: she, .or 
any mortal do for,you, or.any. other ?.-she 
might save your life for a few: days .or years, 
and render that life comfortable, whilst it last- 
ed ;, but here all her kindness must end. 
 As-to the-.matter which, frightens some, it 
stands thus... ‘St, Peau! reminds us, that as. we 
have houses to,eat and drink in,, we should not 
come to the house of God,.and to the Lord’s 
supper, not distinguishing a solemn act of re- 
ligion from a. common meal, which was the 
crime of some, of ;:the Corinthians. Well 
might he iell them, this: waseating and drink- 
ing their, own condemnation ;.. which he, in- 
terprets by saying, that God, would: be pro- - 
yoked to inflict several kinds; of judgments 


‘ upon them, if they continued to:act so:wicked 


a part, But what..is this,,to the purpose ef 
those childish and. ; fantastical fears,: which a 


; 
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great-part of us entertain in rélation to the’ cel- 
ébration. of this act of devotion ? Solemn in-. 


deed it is,- but when -we fall down on our 
knees before God, or send up our hearts to him 
in prayer, is not this also a solemn and awful 
duty ?...As well may we say, that we will 
never “pray, because it requires thought and 
seriousness, ‘as that -we'will not receive the sa- 
crament, for fear of offending God. Believ- 
ing it to ‘be the command of Christ, we offend 


God. most surely by not reeeiving it, and if | 


We are to come to the table of our Lord in 
charity with men, with an intention to lead a 
newlife ; do we not do just the same thing 
when we pray? If not, we are guilty of 
mockery, for we implore the mercies. of heaV- 
ony. (as [ have already observed) upon the very 
terms ‘and. conditions, of forgiving others ; ye 
‘vl vis far from b being a hard task.) 
as. we. alway Ss Mean to repent, we mean ae 
—* : ‘and what isithis but leading a new 
life 
Let people then look: into the Lord’s-pray- 
and it will.stare them in the face ; ‘they 
De aste nished. how they could live so 








x acme wae vt os P 
we ~ i to the:frequency of receiving. the 
sodenabvent;: there ‘is no ‘time exactly pointed 


prayer once or twice. 
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out. ‘Fhe dog it. frequently: seems to, be 
implied, by the words of our:Saviour,” <Do 
this as oft: as ye drink it in remembratice of 
mé.”” For myown'part,' [see not“ how a 
wpelitia can decently’ fatty his —_ - 1 the 
Lord’s table. | 

“If you would maintain wey betas 
a constant general preparation: for the “holy 
communion, so as always to be fit, upon the 
shortest notice, to partake of ‘it, t, (that is, if you 
would really endeavour to “be a christian) be 
careful in the observation. of” these’ following 
rules. 

1. Be diligent in yoiténdeawintataia know 
and understand the several parts of ped dut 
to God, to men, and to i . vhich 














end, you must be caréful to make the Gest 
usé you can, of those theans of instruction anc 
knowledge which God has put into your OW- 
er; such as reading the holy heen pe 4 me 
other good beoks; or them read 
tending zpon the publick o ces of preack 
ccecbaaan ipa thé like:® ou. Co 
_ 2. You" must,. tipon all occasions, be 
dustrious and zealous in avoiding every 
and to practice and Sieh every ¢ ¢ 
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«You must-very.. often. think and medi- 

ae ‘upon your ways, and all your particular 
basic and examine whether or no they are 
able to the rules of your duty ; that 
ver you find you have been deficient in, 
or done amiss, you may take the better care 

rectify and amend, for the time to come.f 

or which end ‘and - purpose, this following 
wut very profitable task, is recommend- 
ed: namely, two or three times in the course 


of each day, to carry your thoughts back, and 
: "what you have been thinking, ordo- - 


wo 













Oe « 


img; and how you ‘have spent your time. 
Vie for example ; ask yourself, 


When first I seated did I think upon 
, and recommend myself to his almighty 
care and protection ? Did not worldly, or 
oft ‘thoughts, first take possession of my 
heart vr 
+ Twas lately i in such and such company ; 
how, , and after what manner did I behave > my- 
eit; were all my words and actions inno- 











cent, modest, and fitting ? Did I give no of- 


ce to God, or scandal to the world, by any 
ae T either said or did on that occa- 


h questions as. thee” if you would: con- 
aun aa seriously put home to. your con- 
science, while things remain fresh in your 


 $ Psalm iy. yee Bee ili. 40. 
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memory, sii a mighty: influence would they 
have: sce you, to restrain you from evil, and- 
excite you to do that which 4 is Bond; oe 
and pleasure ? bale 2d 
And as to particular preparation, : 

I. Whenever notice is givenof the cele 
bration of the holy communion, immediate 
resolve, by no means to miss that ‘opportuni- 
ty of commemorating the su ‘of your. 
blessed Lord and Saviour. But you are. 
careful every day, as you ought to be, to live 
as becomes a christian, bog will not. need any 
' _ other preparation. 

: I would recommend.to you however, to.re-. 
member, that the whole duty-of a christiands 
reducible to three heads ;* -and every time 
you receive the holy communion, you. will-do | 
well to put, at least, these three ed eae seri- 
ously home to your conscience. . 

1. Dol effectually shew my love to. God, 
by a due honour and respect to him inall'my — 
thoughts, words, and /actions?. 

2. Have I a true and sincere love for my- 
‘ag self: that is,do I love my.soul better than 
my body? and am I more heartily concerned 
—_ tosecure my everlasting happiness in the:world 
_» _‘tocome, than to compass my pleasure’ or ta 
=  itin this life ? | | 

f 








* Matt: xxi, 3 87. Rous 2); 
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$i: (Have Ia real and sincere love for all 
mankind; without ‘exception? And do I 
avoid “hurting any’ person by word or deed 
where I can possibly avoid it? And am I 
to do good to-every ‘one whatsoever, 
wherever I have ability and opportunity ? 

- f-you: meditate on ‘these three ‘questions 
ceriously:fora'little time, ‘there is scarce any 
sin that you have been guilty of, but eS oc- 
curto you. 9 

4. Whenby the examination af your con- 








seience you have’set your sins in your view, 


and have seen what your particular deviations 
have*been, then make your humble ‘confession 
to;Alnighty God, ‘and imploré ‘his assistance 
te.enable you for the future to be more obedi- 
ent to his commands, and to live more like 


the disciple of the master by whose holy name 


you are called. . 


tn respect to your behaviour at the holy 
I. Strive, as‘at-all othier times in the wor- 

p.of God, as much as:you can to keep your 
ind intent and fixed upon what you are 
about,;..and lay aside not only all. vain 
thoughts, but likewise all such as are imperti- 
nént to the present business. 

2. Take care to behave yourself-with such 
outward decency, and composedness, as may 
be a sufficient token-of that inward devotion 
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and reverence which you beat im! your heart, 
without gazing about, or any ravay senibokinen: 
rily moving your body, or ering toany 
one that is near you, or doing any: thingiofthe~ 
like nature. rode tnt Der: das 
3. «While the. service 184 Jol 
all along. with the minister: andecongréegahion, 
with your heart and thoughtstifted up to:Ged-: 
4, Take care, likewise, to eveddall Slit 
tation, and not to behave yourself in'such a 
manner, as-if you da wooed il 
tice of for a person of extraordinary, devotion. 
For which reason, whatever private prayers or 
meditations you may have tmoffer to God;‘put. 
them up in your s4p09 gar oe 
voice be. heard.. tt Sener & 
While the bread and wine are 













employ yourself with such: ‘editions and | 
— as these. b se a 

Bethink. yourself what those sins are, 
to which you nave been most inclined mts 9 








in making use of them: 
3. ‘To this add the following Prayer : onda 
: Merciful God, assist: me with the help of - 
thy aly spirit, that I ray always keep those 








50 ; 
VOWS, good resolutions, which thou hast 
enabled me to make ; that I may never return 
any « omy y former sins, but hereafter serve 
ifully in the constant t practice of vir- 











: dhexpebeis! route charity, by put- 
for all mankind i in this or 


net g if it be thy gracious will, extend 
thy merey and cbetpnals unto all mankind. 
Enlich 









| move the wills of those that are ob- 
nate, that they all may reccive thy holy 
truth, and a carefully live in the practice of it. 
Parde “enemies, O God, and bring them, 
and. all of | “us ie tower the whole world, to 
nce , that we may all live righteous- 

| y with thee 


i _upo fh eae as portions of the 
a il such time as the minister 
yrocec sce pardon ‘office. I 


en the minds of those that are igno- 
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“ enough to employ your devoutest though 
this occasion. 

6 When the service is endedand the con- | 
gregation dismissed, depart to your home or 
place-of abode; and as pies as you have a 
convenient opportunity retiring into some 
private place, first look,.back, ,and consider 
whether or no, in the performance of this holy 
— you have mal yourself, nel things 

as. you ought to have ‘und and if you fin 
that you. have. been any. way short, or defective _ 
.therein, resolve to take better. care for the time 
to. come. 


7... And shah concluide with, this or. ‘the 


like prayer 
«Lord, I I desire to return my most ‘ioe abl 
shes rtheapla,to thee av essing 


vouchsafed.tomie. At a, wiles icula 


I praise.and bless thy holy. ya : 
portunity which ih hast this day given me 
fo Spend ea of 


the performance me ali yin ese 
thee assist me with thy. grace,,, shat in. th 
whole course of my life ay ever be oul 
to Sula, perform those esolu 
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time to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. . 

‘Moreover, endeavour, as the occasion ari- 
ses, to,call, to. mind what you have thought, 
and said, . and, done, before, and after the holy 
communion, And beg God to assist you, 
that you may, remember your, Saviour with 
"constant gratitude ; and that it may constantly 
restrain. you from ‘all manner of wickedness, 
upon the assault of any temptation, thus be- 
think. yourself ; 

% dt such atime. I received the holy com- 

then I seriously resolved, and sol- 
omised to ) Almighty God, that I would 
endeavour, in_all points, to live like a 
. Shall J then; upon any account, 
nely, or obscenély, 

ess, steal, cheat, or 











low servants, I charge you, as you love the 
name of Christ, and desire to become his true 
“that you do not’ follow their exam-. 
ple, but strive to induce them to follow yours, 
in frequenting this holy ordinance, calculated 
to promote their ‘esti and future happines 
And in regard to yourself, tell them wh 
_ your father said to you at pat ing. Remind 
them of the gross absurdity of ‘supposing 
themselves wiser than ‘the 1 
prudent than the soberest or t 
let them consider if the hig 
great folly, the gross iniquity, mnie d destruc- 
tion which waits the despisers of religion, ‘be 
bet.er for them, than peace, and conifid nee in 
the mercies of God, and hope of everlasting 
joy. Remind them that they are as’ answera- 
ble to God for their neglect, as other chris- 
tians of the first rank and’ condition. rs «J 
have actually fewer temptations than : 
Who are rich; and though they knew a 
they know so much that ignorance eae be 
admitted as a plea. 

If your companions should not be ae ty 
your seriousness in this matter, but deride you 
aS a young saint, you are not to reproach 
them, as if they were the contrary to young 
Saints, but be patient, and go on unchang ed 
m the way you are persuaded is night ; and 
mourn over their foolishness and sd chs. 
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who perhaps would have shut their eyes, i 
yes, if all 
the terrors of destruction stood in array before 
on and’ opened wide their tremendous 
Do your duty, I say, and still ho | 
, : pe that 
others will do theirs. Thus you will approve 
Yourself worth , and in good time, receive 
your reward. yhat can you do: more than 
express ‘your sorrow on. this as on all other 
oceasions, wherein men transgress. and rebel 
‘common sense, as well as the decrees 


2 





hs, ~ 
: 1 § i vite 
; ™~ 
} ; 
He 
: 4. f ‘ 
St lr ye Pak 


ip Seay ia 
A | - i ies : ! 
ideal ABBE ORION 
. CERES “~ 
Jit VO See Tis 
itis t- POSES 
+ Raga alas 3 ¥ a , i \ 
eet ‘ ae... Be aera 
: i Mace sea BA rt 4 eS $x bie ve 5% ‘, as 
: t 


: 6 Sees [ ay ? 
. hee te " 23 








GHSe2dwaedccerekt ass 


oo 


Rw Seto oeasy < 










DISCOURSE. Vi... 


AS providence seems determined ‘that. we 
must part; let us im every hour that 
remaineth, before the day comes; .and hear 
me, O my daughter, with Aeep attention ! 
Whether in sorrow, or in joy a. good for- 
tune, or in bad, death ere Mee 
us. Thou perchance wilt go to the land 
where all things are forgotten, before thou 
thinkest of it: J must go soon! Let us both 
prepare for that journey, as the last thi 
which we shall have todo. I need not te 
thee, that even these transient minutes of our 
discourse, which I pass with so much plea- 
sure in thy company, bring ug so much near- 
er to our end. . | 
-In the great view of immortality, what ad- 
vantage can there be in living, but as we im- 
prove our time? Those are lost in 
which we do no good ; and worse than lost, 
in which we do evil. Whether alone, or in 
company, we must be provident of our time. 
“= -had better not live, than have bad 
Ss, or spend our time i bad cor . 
a seck for amusements, ie pa 
either foolish or wicked, with a-view to what 
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fey call killing. of time consider but little - 
doug a sad com t they make to a guest, 4] 
though.we should court him with all : 
€ sof love, and all the tenderness and 
of friendship, ‘is ever on the wing. ‘s 
jell pan deemon to. murder him to get ) ‘3 
him. Yesterday is already dead ;. to- .: 
is not. yet. a and. whet have we | h 
espe, to-day : 2 _and shall. one poor ti 
te such | distress, to. make us think of rn 
> 0 x best friend? .. How quickly a 
| Lt ti noon, and from. tc 
wal paved How st 

image o: ow 
130. treat, with disrespect the P 
wave in. the world ? . This is 5 

: who abuse: Gime... 3 

id : thee, as thou i 

r, to. Hemember how 

and at the same 
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them’ generally imagine. The poor fillup 
their time with work, such asis useful to 
themselves and the rest of mankind';:andthe = 77 
rich, such as are not industriots; nor employ- i 
ed i in useful occupations, are per ly lay- 
ing out what to do with to- morrow): and con- 

tinually ‘labouring in thought; by what means me 
they shall fill up their time’: | they think they a 
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have a vast superfluity, becatise” they cannot : 
tell what to do with it. It is probable such = 
will repent, as ‘many a rich’ prodigal who h i 






squan ered a large fortune, and been reduced ‘ 
to poverty, hath done, “Those who under- a. 
stand the value of tithe, ‘treat ‘itvas prudent . 
people do their money, instead of spending oe 
great deal’ upon nothing’ that t bed a 
make‘a little go.a great way. 
It is the right use and 

which not only makes! ie ong Mur 
it pleasant also ; especially” ‘when we ; 


brought to — ‘hing 0% = of | ox 


What. a 
that their hours move e 1cav 
' should be working withthe 
= Sowa some duty” oft ch: . 
some pious or useful book, “Or ¢ 




































18 
they possessed of it, in exchange fora single 


Be | 

“And this brings to my mind the history of 
a lady, once a great favourite of my master’s, 
but on 1 he could make no impression in 
the days of her health, who desired to.see him 
when she fell dangerously ill, . The interview 
affected him much, and he committed the con- 
versation to writing. Fhe lady in question 
had many amiable qualities, but she ollowed. 
the train of fair triflers, and, was devoted to 

hers inferior ng ba in, A eg 

_ sensible id polite, . Her 
_ an incessant 


v Sthed 3 mm nginedeealy fertuath's wound, 
in a a large assembly ;_ eg my master used 
to call, a well dressed mob... + 
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on many oceasions. Iam sensible of fhe sin- 
cerity with which you interested yourself in 
the most important concern of my life. 
Would ‘to God I had taken your advice ! 
How’ dreadful ‘is it to live and die in folly ? 
I'am not indeed conscious of any thin; +, which 
the world condemns, but T now understa 
and feel what is meant, by the world’s being 
‘at enmity with God. How have I a 2 der- - 







g ee 


ed away my time, as if T to g ye Up 
the hopes of immortality for the plaything of 
a child! Alas ! my much honoured f 


‘what pleasure can be found fit for an immor- 
tal-mind, if immiortality is not regarded! O 
wisdom ! where was I, when I should ue 
sought thee ? The neglect of thy admoni 
now aggravates my offences ; why Cou 
not discern the truth as well as you ? 
er why did I not practice what I knew? I 
discerned the truth, but was so silly as to im- 
agine (if I thou ht at all) that such. as ne 
had a kind of privilege exemption 1 from th 
rules which you so earnest pie as 
and now, how shall I be fit for that h piness 
to which I might once have attained ?’ 
ids My guilt consisted in paties. te ry tin 

to vain amusements, and in negle ting th 
great business of eternity. And if it were — 
even true, that any one of these amusen lents — 
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ual T'See clearly, that to iniitees them the aie 
‘my ; was not innocent. I have 

cious example of idleness and 

r.. O God, forgive me! TJ have sought 
appiness in places of publick resort, but 

ever foun Had I sought his glory, wh 
is the first and greatest object, he who is the 
C ther of mankind, I''should now 
appy ! Alas ! “how little did I 

viour, whose example was so 

my ‘practice ! ! Tan scarcély persuade 

Ts ly believed the terms on which. 
romiset hao 1appiness to his follow 

. Here I feel t ‘stirig, it pains me bitter- 
ly, hiw shall Tex ract the- venom ? Tell nie 
what Tf shall'do ?’ In'what expressions shall 

, Uhumble my os bagh  oi God ? M viens shall 
seek a ‘supply my expiring , or pur- 

chee the heaven! | eee a a Sk eat ? 
y: | ged ‘its ond the 

, ‘all. T° pa: SE vitae con- 

: stant, retin ‘Seevent prayer. “Tell me, I be- 
= | you, how shall I, with such: sins upon 
d, now in iplore | the mercy of heayen ?” 

_ doe “not thy, beat ‘bleed at the 

| eat it no convince thee of 

tr if have yo 
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with it, ‘general feckans ‘upon years, when. 
they should: re ‘upon months,. or weeks, 
or -peradyenture upon days, © They: banish 


the thoughts of adh by consi x him as 
an enemy, ‘who will not come, if’ earenty 
thought of’: but this is far from k ig true. 
It often happens when his rs, Sick- 
ness Orage, are-at our seg The wrt seri- 
ow? believe he is comi 
pret tias vracen to be)’ that. Pet nS 
forms, we cannot: well di 
Nien Uil'we feet i. dart and’ 
many make this a reason for belie ing. that he 
isalways‘at a distance from them, ' 

In thesordinary. course of things, green 7 
fruit. often falls ora blast,’ or violence, “or the 
various accidents to’ which i it is sub 
is the case of these who die’ in you 
as fruit that is ripened by tinie, andits } 
season, must fall; so the aged: must: 
Death is thie busbandman tered ers 
laine bs 1204. 

Pechapied may. administer 
poesset 2 ‘thy. ‘Virtue, to know ° 

rom. my’. ait ‘books,- confitr 
pve: gy when I was young. D 
apprehend,’ that. thy father’ is now" tr 
otek neenipla of his sek of ile, 
nibs 
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“OF 1000 bint 798 are dead By the Se “of 50, being: very 
near four in five, therefore only one remains. 


6 


















1. and..in good spirits, but nature, 
agent a. Almighty, has sentenced 

death. Jam one. in, four who is.to die 

ve years.{....It is true, I,do.not-know cer- 
within five: years'of my.own. death ; 

but this I know, that if I Should live through 
years,,then a greater proportion than one 
insome other four must die, as be VRE s remy 


Jap tat. think. E704, Masyyci is your haz- 
ae . Hear, and be not discomforted ! _Your 
han¢e..is.near, one. in. five to-die in. fifteen 
ears.* ..Look. round thee ! See how. swift 

© scythe of death. mows down. the children 

of en Figure to. thyself the procession of 
ire observe the,reality. of what is 

Pass) ° before .thine eyes:;: -behold. the rich 
and the:poor ; the wise. and..the foolish ; the 
ar vod. the, wicked,; those who. make 
; nd th d. those. whe are never heard of 

C » circle of their aeqnaintance ; they 
narch Bon together to one common grave, 
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middle age ; this into what we call ad- @ 
: vanoed yeurs, and fr thenee‘how soon we 
appear in-old age !» This progression: of life, a 
: to people of observation, a iooun prard anna 
quick Thou hearest it yr 
mouth ;' Good God, in it posible? ete 
. to be “but yesterday that suchan one was a 
| child’! | Teds posuttile, for the fact is’t al 
’The eldest, as well as the youfigest 
have designs and projects, hopes and ex 
- tations, which require time for ecutic 
perhaps beyond the chance of our contin anc 
in life ; but in many cases this cessary. 
The folly'and madness is‘to-tivein he, ing 
defer repentance, at the very momient that we 
see some one of our hem = almost 
every day, at every age, ttid® pve as we 
do, that our knell bie toll ere 
‘Whiat'a bustle'do we make about lifes ‘tia 
how often forget the end and ‘design of it 2 Tt 
my ct small rn mang ve -beam, 
| ng iv air, Sa ppearing as t 
withdraws, ny those who consider its | vache 
in respect of eternity, though it may indeed 
shipncheeunlderehiy awelietp Wdibtide nat ehab, 
tomed-torextend nee rio beyond it, for 


S| : Every-distinet opetuon soe fied that 
. he pilidentoe td thee the number of those who 
~ ay: Providence is ent to 
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end, death never-seems near; the hour’ being 
coneealed, from, us, we | enjoy, -this: turn. of 
mind, and: suffer, no fruitless pain. O Ged, 
how-smanifest.is, thy;; mercy, and goodness, in 
call. thyrronduct towards man}!, . Phink. of, »it, 

" ;; and: adore him ‘withsa.grateful heart. 

- Whether thoy ..shalt die young, or live to old 
#ge,'remember, “‘ that honourable age is not 

that. which standeth j in length of time, nor that 

which is. measured. -by number of years, -but 
wisdom. is-grey. hair unto Ten, and an unspot- 
oted life: as eld age.”’ The, wise man means 
that wisdom, which will teach thee sada 
py ny Sag days.of,thy youth, and 
ty ge nimple diligently;to please him, 
ntyat: she omay. receive thee into everlasting j joy. 
- Let ug be careful so.to conduct ourselves, 
that pectin amay not be disinherited for. disobedi- 

; ‘ Leata from such considerations, how 
. igh saa valuable thou art to thyself. The 
great. opportuni improving in knowledge, 
will be after this oe but the only Denar 
ty of, fitting ourselves for that blessedness 7s 

ean is'the seed time ;. that is. the 
| of thou:takest care to improve this, 

ently secure.of the other; but 
all jis Jost.; I have. lived 
thee d wish, that thou shouldst: take ad- 
ovantage. ore cea gi arid experience ; arid 

_now,) 1s: thy age of learning. “Ima variety of 
“instances ‘ee and: deplore how greatly I 
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have erred, but this good at least, .I hope, I 


may have reaped from it, to bear with patience 


the many infirmities of others, being myself 
so very imperfect. The longer I live, and 
the mote I see of the world, its vanities and. 
follies, the more I feel myself weaned from 
it ; and: this will, I hope, be thy’ case, when 
thou hast had the ‘same experience. In the 
mean tim, do thou endeavour tobe every 
day more wise, and more virtuous = and nev- 
er tire in doitg all the ‘good thou. canst, in. 

spite of the folly and ingratitude thou wilt 
meet with. And although “I should never 
meet the perfection after which my mind as- 
pites, yet it is my ambition, as I know it to: 
be my duty and interest, to’ press forward 
# sswata the mark for the prize of the high. 
calling of God'im Jesus Christ.” ” 















bi DISCOURSE VIL. 


4 DARE ; say we thou. hast thought se- 
riously of rg sje of our yesterday’s con- 


versation. — it will live in thy memory, 
as s long as y please Heaven_to pyc e thee 
breath. Thou Peni how sincerely I wish, to 


promote thy well-being, beyond the grave : [ 
by gm gladly do the same 46 all the children. 
‘men, thus partake « of all the good they 
may y arrive at the possession of, in that country 
re all distinctions cease, but those of virtue. 
I told thee. thy “chance of. life for fifteen 
_ years, and my own for five : yet hast thou 
not. -often heard. 'p ig say, when they ap- 
proach to sixty ; hreescore years ! that 
is no ave!” 7 hee know perhaps that in a 
thousand bern, a few remain alive at four- 
score,* and yet the chance is, that half the 
people of sixty will be dead before seventyt. 
“Alas, poor ten years, to strut in about mh 


world ! 1. And do they consider that these ten. 


* Of 72 ‘persons (the Tecdijindics of 1000 born) being 70 
_ years of age, by the course of mortality 55 of them die within 


ten and consequently only 27 of the 1000 remain alive 
- at the age of 80. 


t Of 135 (the remainder of 1000 born) being 60 years of 
age, before ten years are expired, 63 of them die, which is not 
ant of the half part, to die before any one reaches to 70 
. | 
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years, are but broken fragments of time, di- 
vided out amongst the number of candi- 
dates of life ; some have only one or two, and 
others eight or nine ; and, one with another, 
they hardly obtain above five or six years of 
the ten? Too many are so unwilling to die, 
as secretly to envy ignorance, or poverty, or 
éven pain, where they think there is a Fas ti 
of length of days. 

Were it uly attended to, atid could 
exalt us so much as the consideration of a life 
to comme ; nothing is so noble, extensive, and 
delightful, in contemplation. <All the glory 
of this world is as nothing to it, And indeed 
mortality appears so continually at our doors: 
and windows, in our chambers, and fields, 
that one would imagine we should fly to the 
promises of the gospel as to our only relief ; 
and as the only effectual preservative against 
the féar of death. But when we do not learn 
such lessons in our youth, we hardly come to” 
a right understanding of them: yet learn them 
we must at some time or other, or retire quite 
unprepared to give up our account, Tf thou, - 
Mary, wilt try the experiment, and make the’ 
next life the first object of thy thoughts, take 
my word for it, thou wilt, as thou advancest; » 
enjov a glorious and delightful entertainment, 
which common mortals are strangers to. - In- 
deed, I am afraid it is a secret to a-great part: 
of ‘mankind, though evidently the Jeading 
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principle of the. gospel, and most intimately 
connected, witlr our progress in-holiness, It 
1S impossible to/ive, and not to die ; and God 
hath made it impossible to die, without being 
happy or miserable after death. 

We hear of each other’s bodily complaints, 
till we grow sick of the subject ; but when 
didst thou hear any one talk properly of the 
joys ‘he hoped for after death 2 How might 
we animate each other in this glorious pursuit, 
if our procmce kept pace with our christian 
profession ! 

_ The wise look forward into futurity; and 
“é ‘consider what will be their condition, mil- 
“Jions of ages hence, as well as what it is at 

“present!” And how can the ‘true spirit of 
stianity be revived, unless we meditate on 
the happy immortality which it promises ? 

+ Such being the defects in the practice and 
intercourse of nominal christians, I know not 
what. better advice I can give thee, than - 
_ converse with thine own heart ; to read ; 
think ; to regulate thy thoughts, and Shite 
the pa of thy actions, calling yee al- 





mor leceitful it will become ; and the more 
’ it, will flatter thee, Yet when thou dost ex- 
amine it, 13 not disheartened at thine own im- 





: Every thing may ‘be reformed 
Ny grace, doll improved bycare. Compassion. 
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is.due;to. ourselves. :; .a severity of selfichas- 
tisement, beyond. the bounds. which 
warrants, and our trust. in “God 

leads to. melancholy or despair. ee 
beyond certain comma have not the marks.of 
true. religion : We may be very wise;\and 
yet in good. spirits, cheeriyh ine good: hu- 
moured : nay, piety itself implies an agreeable 
and pleasing quality.. In many cases. we ought 
to remember our own faults, and forget those 
of others ; yet though conscious ef our imper- 
fections, we should take pains to. considér 
ourselves in that ight, wherein it is most prob- 
able we shal benefit; drawing this conclusion, 
that distrust of God, is of all.cxile thegpent- 
est, except despair. 

Endeavour Mary, to conquer the world, . 
and the vanities thereof, or these will conquer 
thee. It is necessary to contend for vietory, 
in humble. confidence, that when thou -hast 
done*thy..endeavour, though thine own merit 
cannot save thee, yet wilt thou be accepted. 

* Be thou faithful ‘unto death, and I Seat ih 
thee a crown of hfe.” 7 

Remember: the counsel amb atnicslidie of 
our great Lord and Master, when ‘he bid his 
disciples,; and consequently -all his followers, 
through all generations, to. be of good c 
for that Ae. had overcome the fede thon 
wilt'walk. in ‘his. steps, thou wilt ‘overcome it 
too, as faras wiil be required of thee. »’ Be'as- 
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“i that whenever the thoughts of immortal- 
ityare habitually:reyected, thou art either liv- 
ing in. a sinful-habit, in defiance’ of heaven, or 
thou dost not believe the promises of Christ, 
so. as:to look «forward towards them with a 
= joyful;and.a courageous heart. 
veThis sgreat doctrine of | the resurtection, is 
| - an object-of faith ; but now that it 
1s revealed to us, nothing is more agreeable to 
reason ; and the works of God give evidence 
to it. L.know, that although «the corn which 
IT sow, corrupts, and lies dead inthe. earth, it 
rin forth its” ‘seed in due. season... These 





the works of God, and‘we ‘see the effects 
with our eyes; but how they are performed 
we know not. Thou seest ac and believ- 
est’ in them; is it not highly ly reasonable to 
believe in. his: word: also’? "Wee have. the 
‘most undoubted evidence that: Christ. arose 
from the dead, and that he raised the dead. 
= miracles he did, gave proof of the will of 
ey Nenietiy. as. well as of his power ;\ and 
“ we have the express. promise of Christ Gf we 
‘Te: his disciples) that where he is, there 

we shall be also. _ St. John:x: xiv. chap. 
ONE thon therefore meanest to. deserve the 
| | zealous for 
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compared to them are light in. the balance. 
Thou avilt find it, in the: News Testament, 
most clearly marked. out:* . Keep: thine eye 
on this model in every action of :thy life; at 
ide ve thee more. comfort andy joy:in the 
d, than volumes of other reading; 0 or araprensa 
— the earth can-furnish «0. 21 
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+ Instances of the life of our Saviour propose to imitation. 
His early piety. J.uke ii. 46, 49. 
obedience to his earthly parents. - Luke ti. for 

wearied diligence in doin er Acte Ke 5 
Tumiit and pete of am Matt. xi. 29. 
The unblameableness and inoffensivences of I ii and 
actions, AZatt. xix. 27. way 3 
His eminent self denial. Phil. ii. 7, 8. 
—contentment in a low and mean condition in this world. 
Luke ix. 58.—Phil. iv. 11. ‘ 





I. Or im £9 89 he, 


8. frequent performance of the duty of vate ‘prayer.. 
Lake vi! 12— Mark i. 35. i re 
9, affectionate performance of the duty, of praise’ ‘and 


thanksgiving. . Matt. xi. 25:-—Fohn xi. 41. 

—compassion towards those who were miserable and j nm 

; distress. ©’ Matt. xx. S@" 

| . Spiritual entertainment, and useful discourse. dake 
xiv. 7. Xxiv. 13. 

12. free, familiar, sociable behaviour. Matt. xi: 19—-Lube 


~~ rat 
_ So 


v. ; wa Vi a: as 
13. —Fatiche under sufferings and aus 1 Peter ii. 
21,22. * 


14. —readiness to forgive injuries. Luse X dei tt 
15. ei 3 ee heart the sins as well. as pr act others, 
i m. 3 


16. —zeal for. publick worship of Goa. Sohn ii. Zi” 
<8 —glorifyin they father in allhe did. ohn xvii.& 
. —im 


ity in Ra cry. sin, Matt. xxii. 23. 
19. —universal obedience to bis father’s will, a tis een 
submission to his father’s CAS g Steg 
20. —liws ‘and practice of unive Raine, woth in pent 
| and life. Litke Ww. 34. 
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~Amd. what hath been the fate even of whole 

nations, with *regard'to this world !» Where 

are the:aricient people, the Jews, who made so 

great a figure an their time, as: the sacred ‘his- 

informs? us ?> ‘What variety of ‘national 

: did their sins‘occ#ision, ‘ill they 
were cut off from’ ‘the earth) as‘a 


Where are the mighty empires of the yeah 


ais, the ‘Babylonians, and “gyptians ! Where 
are the Romans, who were masters of the 
Jews, as the:scriptures acquaint us, when tn- 
der their ruler Pontius Pilate, the Lord Jesus 
Christ was put to death upon’ the’ cross ? 
Those mighty states are viped off the face. of 
the earth. And what will be the fate of the 
earth itself, —_— all the glorious luminaries that 
surround it ? the’stars will fade away ; and 
Be fae be sun. be’ ga at. the command of 
But still, my daughter, 

_ thou, a wer a worm, wilt live for ever. 
If therefore at any time thy m misery should be 
y ae aang great misery is seldom the lot of 
the virtuous, still consider that it will not last 
: Ie will so6n cease ; or it will make an 
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fof thee by death ; and"death will crown 
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DISCOURSE Vk > «1, 
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IN Laiieeh tating: the life ot: our Saviour, 
and the rules of behaviour which ‘he hath 
taught, thou wilt find such hope’ and. j 
spring Up. in thy breast, as will banish all’false 
apprehensions. Whatever thy lot ‘may: be, 
this will prevent thy falling into the bhndsieas 
of superstition ; the frenzy of enthusiasm 3 or 
the deplorable sighs of melancholy. There 
are many who pretend to genuine christiani 
and'yet have foisted into their religion, a vast, 
variety of follies and iniquities, . It is neces- 
sary on this occasion to wen thee “agajrist. 
them. 

The Papists have daitied their driperstition 
to the pee of idolatry + insomuch that that they 
even pray to deceased wiértals, and ‘Wotship 
images made of wood and stone; and’ pray to 
saints of their own making. ‘I have may 
master say, that he has seen ‘in popish coun. 
triés;: brug wal carried’. dbaut: ‘the’ streets, - 
ic the people o Mesned 5 rig : 
and pray ascri to thei r 
workinpmbiaeles. ‘TS'auth height’ ge Ide 
tage," 'and" childishness; sniay” in 





brought, when: ‘they Haver Tr ‘deviated 1 orn 
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the true worship of the one supreme and in- 
visible Godt ‘Canst' thou think there are 
any, in this land, so blind as to entertain this 
absurd faith? There are some so foolish, 
even at this time, when Papists themselves, 





in several p countries, are every day’ o 
e vering | cir errors and delusions.. To “ou 
a t may false fear,and fantastick hope 
taet as to make people believe, shure ee 
a male, or female saint, canydo such and such 
things for them : or if they, make application 
wath liberal presents, at the. church or chapel, 
a be oualgaep saint, he. will avert evils, 
and. give them success. . These people also 
_make vows and promises, as if. God were to 
. “be bribed by their gifts and deeds of ostenta- 
_ tious charity. 
wh don from hence what evils mankind are 
osed to. ; and how. happy we aresiin being 
na Jane heccaiahe the scriptures are in ev- | 
; ng; that the greater 
) our opportunities, the greater willbe our Con- 
-demnation pure do not ste ourselves of 
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tertained of him, may produce superstition. 
In some countries this weakness has been 
considered asa crime, but, surely, Mary, itis 
rather an object of our compassion than of our 
anger. Some to this day, make every thing 
to be ominous, and, in their foolish opinion, 
the most simple accidents. threaten 
evils ; witness the croaking of a raven, or the 
ticking of a spider, or other msect vulgarly 
called a death-watch. ‘Thou hast .seen some 
of our good neighbours, much disturbed at 
the oversetting a salt onthe table ; and by 
laying knives across ; and if there happen to 
be just thirteen in number, ina company, 
they: make it a reason for believing, one of 
them will die within the course of “the year; 
and not knowing who it will be, they all im- 
agine what they please, and take pains to tor- 
ment themselves. There area thousand fool- — 
ish whims, the true growth of s ition. 
It is hard to say whether there. be most folly, 
or madness in this ; but it certainly argues a 
distrust of the wisdom and goodness of God : 
for how can we suppose that the all-wise ruler 
of the world, will discover any of his desigr 
to man, by means so trifling and insignifi- 
cant 5 or torment. them by doubts and anxie-’ 
rac ‘founded on such trivial circutstances ? 
- Superstition-prepares the mind to receive any’ 
mpressions from grtful persons, oe we 
tend to tell fortunes ; and others-yet- more 





at now reduced to the miserable pittance of one 
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wicked, who, deluding by false doctrines, and 
representing falshood as truth, and vice as vir- 
tue; lead the unwary into great misgbief, and 
sometimes imto destruction. And thus su- 
perstition roots up the foundations of religion ; 
and in no instance has it been productive of 
more tragical: effects than in the belief of 
witchcraft. Be assured, Mary, that witches 
are nothing but the children of a sick- brain. 
‘To imagine that the Lord of nature should 
make a poor old woman an instrument ‘“ to 
untie the winds, to swallow up ships in the 
waves, to blight the bladed corn, and toafflict a 
favourite child with fits or insanity,” merely be- 
cause shehas been refuseda trifle, when begging 
atthe door, is altogether. weak and absurd. 
Our poor old neighbour, Dame Tempest, 
has been called a witch, merely because the 
variety. of her wretchedness:has:made: her..a 
miserable object. Her eyes are covered with 
_ a dreadful salt and burning rheum ; she trem- 
bles in. speech ; her hearing is much impaired ; 
honegu is t is the emblem of poverty, composed. 
_ Of, yarious colours, being patches with which 


industry dnd n.isery have loaded it. And yet. 






this poor ‘creature has seen better‘days, but 
outliving, all: her children and her friends, and 
condemned: to a solitary cottage, she hath ap- 
eared:as. an out-cast from the-human race. 
1¢, worked as long as she was able, but is 











_» me mt ante os et ee ok om elt le a ee eee 2 he 


—_— tt hohe 





77. 


shilling a°week from the parish. Yet im the 
midst ‘of. all this: accumulated distress, she 
possesses herself with patience and fortitude, 
looking forward to her dissolution with tran- 
quillity and hope.: When I visit ‘her, she 
speaks to me with freedom and good: sense. 
You are as an angel sent from heaven, she 
says, tosupport and comfort me. You think 
me miserable, but perhaps I am not so much 
so as. I appear ;_ the evils that I suffer are 
some of them the inevitable lot of humanity, 
and as my conscience bears me witness, that 
in simplicity and godly sincerity I have had 
my conversation in this world, I look forward 
with hope and confidence to brighter and hap- 
pier scenes ; the approach of death has not. 
any terrors for me, nay it even seems desira- 
ble ; -and simce it is the inevitable lot of ‘all, 
is not this a privilege, think you, which it is 
worth the suffering something to obtain ? 

Yet, Mary,. with all this christianity about 
her, so. weak does credulity make mankind, 
that she is suspected of being what they calla 
witch. When fear of evil is founded ina 
sense of guilt, repentance and amendment of 
life only can subdue it, and convert it into 
the genuine fear of God. There ; is however” 
but one way of fortifying thy soul.against su-- 
Bet rr fear, and. that is, by endeavouring 


| With singleness of iter to secure — 
— | 
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the friendship and protectiom of that: Being, 
who disposes of all events, past, present, and 
to come ; insomuch, that not a hair can fall 
from thy head but he knoweth it. 

I must give thee another charge with regard 
to false notions of religion. I have heard peo- 
ple talk of enthusiasts, who have totally neg- 
lected their families, their own health, and the 
concerns.of this world, supposing this to be 
necessary to’ maintain an mtercourse with the 
next. What a strange absurdity ! In popish. 
- countries: numbers of both sexes live on’ the 
spoils of the poor, and do nothing: but relig- 
ion is so far from: supposing:that we have not 
_ bodies to provide for, that there is hardly a 
lesson ‘in-it, which does not teach something 
that regards the good’ of the: body ;. and who- 
ever neglects hie family, or his‘own health, 


: 5 froii a mistaken notion that he shall thereby 








more acceptably serve God, will find that he 
isymost grievously: mistaken; for this is’ vol- 
' -tfitarily to leave undone, ‘and to unfit himself 
for, eer of those duties which the gospel 
| That there are enthusiasts of this. 

| _ aad ridiculous turn of mind, I do 
indlebel believe, but I. am:persuaded: their 
number‘is’ yery ‘inconsidérable ; » and that 
these ought rather’to be’ ranked as madmen 
_ than merely as enthusiasts. “1 was -hungry 
- Jand-ye: ve me food ; I-was naked and ye 
‘dloathed me ; I was sick and ye-visited me.”’ 
‘These, our great friendthe Lord Jesus in- 
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forms us; are works which he will regard as 
done to himself, if we do them to cehetih who 
are in need. And though they must flow from 
a good spirit, they surely relate to the body. 

‘Though. I give thee this. caution agaist a 
false notion which pious people sometimes fall 
into, I believe there are. very few- instances 
wherein industry is cheeked by piety, so as to 
neglect’a provision forthe body. . The sobri- 
ety recommended by religion, nat ihy tends 
to promote industry. 

_ Another evil is melancholy : thissees mis- 
fortunes which never come. It anticipates 
those that will come-: and it aggravates them 
when they are arrived. In effect, it runs to 
meet those calamities, which we should rather 
fty from, or by opposing them with courage, 
conquer them. Superstition and melancholy 
are nearly related, and generally meet in the 
same person. Upon the whole; we have all 
need of a faithful friend, or a severe enemy to 
admonish and correct us ; to persuade us to 
our duty ; ‘or shéw: us our faults, so as to 
make us ashamed of them. Happy are those 
who’have such a friend! In me, daughter, 
thou’ findest one whose fidelity thou mayest 
depend:on... ‘These evils are to be guarded 
against with the more care, as they offen take 
-the name of virtues,and few whore infected by 

~ them are:sensible of their disease :. being the ef- 

fect of gross folly or weakness of mind, the same 
weakness renders the remedy hard to come at. : 


































“DISCOURSE. Lx. 


_ BUT worse even than superstition, enthu- 
siasm, or melancholy, is the evil of .unchari- 
tableness, in.respect to others who differ from 
ourselves in opinion. Every people and lan- 
guage have notions of things peculiar to them- 
_ selves, but want of charity is the rock on 
. which so many millions have run, when they 
have fondly imagined themselves.to be in a 
fair course. . The opinions of menare as dif- 
ferent as their persons, and the rash manner in 
which we sometimes hear sentence pronoun- 
_ ced on..each other, is no proof. of wisdom ; 
but, on the contrary, leads many into. a laby- 
inth of uncharitable blindness. 
tae believe, my daughter, that all mankind 
who act agreeably to the dictates of their con- 

ence, according to the lights afforded them, 

cbt accepted by God : i believe this, be- 
will be accepted. by him, though should err : 
and for the sam praee that I would shew mer- 












y on sy ay wail merely because he. 






‘thee.in opinion ; or be-an enemy. 





sincerity of .my..own heart 
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friend to'God. Do not thou, who art: dust 
and ashes, pretend to decidé the faté of others’; 
nor let it affect the benevolence of thy mind, 
though others. should presunyptuously sit in 
judgment upon thee. Adore thy maker for 
his boundless goodness to all the children of 
men, whatever their situation may be. “If thou 
hast a deep sense of such goodness, it will 
naturally inspire thy mind with the tenderest 
charity, and the truest benevolence, towards all 
thy fellow creatures, by whatever faith, mode 
of worship, or worldly interests they are dis- 
tinguished. * This is the way, my dear Mary, 
to follow the great Lord and teacher. of the 
christian world ! 

If-thou thinkest thy neighbour j in-an error, 
which it is not in thy power to correct, it is 
enough if thou avoidest falling into the same_ 
mistake. Still I-say, be charitable, and leave 
him to that Being, who is infinite.in’ wisdom 
and ‘mercy ; and will most assuredly adjust alk 
— differences, which men so often and so 

y attempt to regulate. / f ) 

ere ave.many times observed, my daughter, 
that whether in religious, or worldly.concerns, — 
‘‘ what men say for themselves, and. what their 
adversaties infer; or represent them as saying, 
are generally: two very «different things:: and 
those whoiwill not/be at the pains to con 
distinetly, what each side alledges for. itsel 


NP Bede tee wid M P . :4 * . : on De ie ka os - 
i et eee ‘ La Re hie Me : 
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but will judgecof. ‘either by. the..character.or 


Tepresentation made. of it, will-be for ever led 


into erroneous judgments, concerning men 
and things, and continue unavoidably ignorant 
of the true .state:of the. matter in question.”’ 


< Experietice has taught me this is.so much the 


case, that I am always slow of ae vul- 
gar report. 

.WAs-erestures of one common nature, en- 
dowed. with such nobic principles of action, 
and yet limited to so short a time, one might 
suppose that nothing but love and: harmony 
wen! be found here on earth; yet tnappily, 
how constantly do we observe the 

» The gay world, whose pursuits do not tos 
them aaoion much inquiry,are too apt to re- 
proach the most serious, be their faith and 
ce ever so pure, and frequently repre- 
sent them as.of some sect or other, which they 
ak.to be a reproach. The most ignorant: 
are always the most conceited : and unable to 
Oidectee saoee or the indo: of others. 
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fashion.and opinion, which -are: very ichange: 
ig re tothe rules of wisdom) 
which. are,steady and wet, ee aetenat 
themselves, so they- judge’ of othérs: i 

Upon. the whole, , Th nope shomrediarinayal 
foolish ‘or unjust: reproach with. indifference ; 
yeti as occasions offer; it imay beynot only war: ~ 
rantable, but necessary, to defend thyself, by 
explaining thy’ opinion, and» men 
peace-and goed will. _Contradiction expresse 
In gross terms aan ne en 2 8 
siorate disputes hardly ever enlighten 
derstanding, though they wrap extingu a rod sr 
listed nanan. f In heatof argument men 
are commonly like those that are tied back te 
back, close ‘joined, and yet they cannot: -see one 
another,”’ | My master used 'to:mention‘an €x- 
cellent rale to be observed in disputes, ** That 

we should give: seft. words, and hard’ argu. 
iments, and not strive to vex, ea ow en 

our epponents.”’ : 

. oa A There isas much wisdom in-behit earng with 
other: people’s Sefiats, as in being of 
their good qualities ; and we pai make the 
follies. of others a warning andunstruction to 
ourselves,??.;)"This is the =e to preserve ‘the 
waind-intiecity and peace; to correct prneie. 
oe a rela the a ebb 
in oa ‘fhovence «1 soihdonsatiegh 
4n itdjandolet me diz. in peace ! » Remember 
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that Sitvis always: termi titne in the court of 
peeps fe. and every one committing : a tres- 
erof justice, as soon ‘as it is 
pea ” wi ‘it be knowtor not, ©~What 
even: ‘thy. ‘conscience’: but whispers ‘thee ‘to be 
wrong, there is so strong) a: presumption will 
quer ic to God, t ahs soni for- 
bear, y' rom it, lest i* stin e to death ; 
for: a wounded spirit who can Balt 
_ There is no remaining fixt | to one point ; 
thon att be always going on: improving, or 
vin bap bg WOFSe, ‘Kime never 
" change shor ald always - be for the fet. 
Thu ough thou shouldst’ remain low 
in. hema cig thou mayst rank hi gh ih virtue; 
but all :the wealth in A world’ wil not com- 
-for a bad conscience. L.et a little time 
ass, and.all the distinctions about which man- 
id make such a bustle, and often hazard 
their conscience and their souls, drop into the 
grave. ‘The earth will cover us all, ere long ; 
and she herself «wilk be chan ed ; «and there- 
' fore it is absurd: to-be exalted or dejected, be- 
yond measure, about any thing here below. 
oil will venture to assure , from the-vari- 
ety‘I-have seen-in my own life: that reality 
‘scarce ever equals se sarees Our: earthly 
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they arise from a quiet conscience and a mind 
full of hope. ‘To be sensible that the con- 
science is wounded, is one part of its cure, 
provided we keep the sore open till it heals 
effectually ; and not as those who skin it over, 
or do any thing to divert the pain. * It fareth 
with men of an evil conscience, when they ’ 
must die, as it does with riotous spendthrifts, 
when they must pay their debts ; they have 
declined coming to account, from a distrust 
of their inability to pay, till the hand of jus- 
tice overtakes them.” Think, O my dea 
Mary, that divine justice comes with Jeaden | 
feet, yet if we persist in our offences, it will 
strike with iron hands. - Heaven preserve thy 
soul unspotted from the world ! % 








DISCOURSE X. 


_ IN common life, Mary, we esteem humil- 
ity one of the most excellent of moral virtues. 
It makes us love our fellow creatures, and of- 
ten attracts their affection : but can excite no 
malice or envy. It has one peculiar advan- 
tage, adapted to all circunistances, for it sets 
us above the world in the truest_and best 
sense : for ‘ he that is little in his own eyes, 
will not be troubled to be thought so by oth- 
ers.”” ‘The consequence of which is, freedom 
from temptations to pride and envy ; whilst 
it bids fair to subdue anger, ambition, and all 
other turbulent passions, which are so apt to 
inflame and disturb the human breast. Thus, 
what is most pleasing to God, is at the same 
time most productive of worldly. happiness. 
“¢ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth.” 

_ Thou hast promised me in the most solemn 
manner to be humble, that is, to use thy en- 
deavours to be so. Our Saviour commands 
us to learn-of him, for that he is meek and 
lowly ; and if we follow his example, we shall 
find rest unto our ‘souls. From-whence we 
may easily conclude, that we shall not find any 
such rest, if we are turbulent, ambitious, cov- 
etous, or discontented. One sally of anger, 
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one emotion of envy, or unchaste desire, natu- 
rally begets another; and till we conquer 
ourselves, we certainly shall not be at. peace. 
The mind is the seat of empire in the little 
world within us, and if its subjects-mean to 
be at peace, they must be quiet. 

If any temptation creates an extraordinary — 
tumult in thy breast, concerning what is right 
to be done, consult thy conscience, and hum- 
ble thyself before thy God. + In doing this we 
may possibly feel some smart, but this is of 
the kind we are sensible of on the dressing of 
a wound, by any salve which heals it; Humil- 
ity hath amazing properties, and operates on 
the passions like acharm. If, against thy bet- 
ter judgment, thy iachination pulls thee with 
the cords of iniquity, fly to thy’ prayers for 
succour. ‘Tl#ak of the effects of ingratitude : 
consider the terrors of an offended conscience : 
bring that to thine eyes immediately, which 
must surely happen’: and startle at the bitter 
pangs of remorse ! 

e often hear the sober part of eankind 
talk of the necessity of warring against nature 5 
but they mean this of the corruptions of our 
nature. To oppose the evil propensities to 
which we find ourselves inclined, is the best 
proof of being friends to religion. ' If our pas- 
sions rebel, we must war against them, and 
reduce them to obedience and reason. By 
whatever name thou callest thy evil, inclina- 
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tions, itis thy duty to oppose them. The 
task will become easy, as soon as thou art ac- 
customed to it; and the struggle will be 
crowned with victory. We are assured, that 
the power of conquering will be given us, if 
we seek it witha sincere heart. 

If thow wilt take my advice, read the New 
Testament every day of thy life, though it 
should be but a verse or two, in order to sup- 

ply thyself with some good thought. Lenda 


patient ear to these oracles of .. Tran- 
seribe what thou readest into thine heart, and 
cherish it in thy bosom. ~ 


If the circunistances of the life and death 
of Christ, what he did and suffered, and what 
he hath commanded and forbidden, were made 
the rule of life, we should feel our existence 
in’ a very @ifferent manner, ‘and our days 
- would’ pass in greater peace. Such /essons 
are nécessary at dil times 3 ; but if we do not 
learn and relish them, whilst we are in youth, 
how are we to form our taste, and model our 
lives, a8 we advance in years ? - If we dwell 
on the sense contained in the scriptures, and 
consider them as the words of eternal life, we 
pone tater oe the road to a hap- 
ham ears have I squandered ! 

often have d my reason! From 
experience } torso qualified to be thy in- 
structor: O my daughter, attend to my 
words, and be wise 
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Indeed, Mary, I am under no anxiety, as 
to what thy lot may be in this world, provided 
thy life be virtuous. “I hope all other good 
will follow : For whilst: thou. art virtuous, 
thou never wilt be forsaken of God, or totally 
rejected by thy fellow creatures. .Thy want 
of riches, is in many respects freedom from , 
temptation ; such is the kindness of. heaven, — 
in that which is withheld, as well as in that: 
which may be given. When we see good: 
men afflicted, which. frequently happens to: 
some, during the whole course of a long life : 
for what can this be, but: to exercise their 
faith, and advance them in their progress to 
perfection ? There needs no extraordi 
pewers of understanding to reconcile such 
events. Se 

I learnt in my early days that even heathens 
concluded, from the distress in which virtue 
is sometimes involved, and from the splendor. 
in which - vice frequently. triumphs, there 
must be a:state of rewards and punishments 
after death ; and accordingly, my master told 
me, that their ancient pocts represented this 
state, In very strong and significant terms. 
They had no clear lights to guide them : we 
have such lights. - No man on earth has been 
in heayen, or in hell, to teli us what is passing 
there ; but the word of God gives us as much 
information in this matter, as can possibly be 
| Q* 7 
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’ necessary ; for if men believe it not, “ neither 
would they be persuaded though one should 
rise. from the dead.” Could I, my dear Ma- 
“‘ represent to thee the different states of 
« good and bad men: Could I give thee the 
‘¢ prospect which the blessed martyr St. Ste- 
- “ phemhad ; and shew thee the blessed Jesus, 
‘¢ at the right hand of God, surrounded with 
“ angels, and spirits of just men made perfect : 
‘¢ Could IL open thine ears to hear the never-ceas- 
‘‘ ing hymns of praise, which the blessed above 
“* sing to him that was, and is, and is te come : 
** and to the lamb that was slain, but liveth for 
“ever: Could I lead thee throug h the -un- 
‘“‘ bounded regions of eternal ey, and shew 
“the mutual and unbounded joys‘of saints, 
.“ who. are at rest from their labour, and live 
** for ever’in the presence of God! Or could 
¢Le¢ the scene, and unbar the iron 
gates of hell, and carry thee through solid 
: kness, to the fire that never goes out, 
“and to the worm that never dies: Could I 
“shew thee the apostate angels fast bound in 
** chains, or the souls of wicked enen, over- 
‘“¢ whelmed with torment and despair : Could 
‘IT open thine ears to hear the deep itself 
“‘ sroan with the continual cries of misery ; 
“‘ cries which can never reach the throne of 
“‘ mercy, but return in sad echoes, and add 
* even to the very horrors of hell :” Could I 
do this, my daughter, I should rouse every 
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faculty of thy soul, and arm thee with a triple 
shield to guard it against the dangers it is ex- 
posed to. 

What I have been saying to thee, is not — 
visionary nor fanatical; they are the words 
of a great divine,* drawn from the scriptures ; 
and thou mayst plainly perceive in them, the 
most nervous sense, and manly piety, devoid 
of all poetical fiction, and free from the bitter 
sighs of melancholy, the false fears of super- 
stition, or the irregular warmth of enthusiasm. 

Make it thine own, by recollection ; and_ 
five, as if thou hadst the glories of heaven in 
thy view! Thus, by the mercies of God, 
thou wilt ere long arrive in those blissful re- 
gions, which the learned and judicious prelate 
has so beautifully described, there to sing hal- 
lelujahs before the throne of the Almighty, in 


the transcendant glory of the one supreme, ©, 


and partake of that happiness which surpasses 
all deseription, and will endure for ever and 
ever. 


* Dr. Sherlock, vol. 1. discourse’r. 











DISCOURSE XI. 


1 AM afraid, Mary, thou hast experienced 
so much tenderness under my humble roof, 
thou wilt think thy treatment the harsher any 
where else; but fear not: rather suspect 
that an excess of kindness may make thee 
proud, or lead thee into some other"snare, 
than be’discomforted, if some things should 
be displeasing to thee. Blessed are those who 
do not raise their expectations above measure ; 
for they shall not be disappointed. Nothing 
is more natural to youth than impatience. 
Their inexperience flatters them into a belief, 
that every thing ought to be according to 
their will. They forget the proverb, that 
*‘ the farthest way about is the nearest way 
home ;” and are often in so great a hurry ‘as 
to defeat their own purpose. They do not 
aecommodate their minds to others as subor- 


dination requires, and yet they flatter them-> 


- selves that others will submit to them. 

‘It is said that “hasty. men never want 
Woe ;”” and it is most true, that impatience 
often involves them in quarrels and great dif- 
- ficulties. I charge thee, Mary, to love pa- 
tience, Carry these truths ‘stored in thy 
mind. “ A patient man will bear for a time, 
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and afterward joy shall spring up unto him. 
He will hide his words for a time*; and the 
lips of many shall declare his wisdom. The 
sinner shall not escape with his spoils; and 
the patience of the godly shall not be in vain.”’ 
These, my daughter, are the sentiments given 
in this case, by the wisest man, except one, 
that ever lived upon the earth ; and the expe- 
rience of above two thousand years, has con- 
firmed the matter. | : 
The government of the tongue also seems 
to be a branch of patience, for unseemly 
words are a great proof of the want. of it. 
We have a common saying (of those who 
speak foolishly) ‘‘ that a fool’s bolt is soon 
shot.””> We have two ears, and but one. 
tongue, as if providence meant that we should 
hear much, and speak little. To use 
words is an easy obligation ; but not to speak 
ill, requires only our silence, which costs 
nothing. When thou hearest evi ‘reports, 
repeat them not, thou wilt then be sure of do- 
ing no harm to thyself, nor injustice to thy 
neighbour: and this will afford thee more 
true satisfaction, than any pleasure thou canst 
enjoy in telling a tale, the very repetition of 
which carries with it some degree of evil. If 
there is no use in telling it, but merely for 
conversation, there is some danger ; and 
therefore let every one talk of it, before thou 
openest thy mouth ; and then do it with ten- 
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deshtss and sorrow, rather than severity and 
satisfaction If there is joy in heaven over a 
sinner that repenteth, there must he sorrow-in 
heaven, over every one that offends: and 
shall angels weep, and sinful man make a play-- 
of human misery ? O my daughter, 
let not my lessons of charity and compassion 
be given in vain. The day will come, when 
thou wilt think them of great value ; and how 
vastly shall 1 gain by this cultivation of thy 
. heart, as well as my own, when I must leave 
my fields to another husbandman ? 
_ Believe me, there is nothing so dangerous, 
or so contemptible, as a satirical vein, and an 
overbearing manner of treating friends or foes. 
‘* He that Sesloeti others afraid of his wit, had 
need be afraid of their memory.”’ To despise 
those with whom we commonly converse, or 
turn them: into ridicule, is so ungenerous, I 
may say, so treacherous, that it is shocking to 
tusiaanity- The best dispositions‘have many 
blemishes ; .and why should we speak of them 
to no good end ? The artful way of mention- 
ing some slight merits to gain credit for can- 
dour, and then come out with a dut, and hea- 
“vy accusations, is really abominable ! ' RET 
think before thou speakest. 
_. In order to live peaceably, ‘‘ never construe 
that in earnest. which may be considered as 
spoken in jest, and be careful not to say that 
 in- jest which, may be construed i in earnest.’’ 


oo Pe ee ee. ae 


“.. th. = 


et 


: 


a = @® 


—=— wm 


V 


4 ot 


ee a ee 2. ee 











95 


It is a proverb, that ““ many a true word has 
been spoken in jest:”? But whether it be jest 
or garnest, people conceited of their wit, usu- 
ally say what they think is bright and shining, 
let it cost them or their neighbour ever so 
dear.. There is a time when nothing, a time 
when something, but. o time when ail things 
are to be spoken. Life and death are ‘in the 
power of the tongue. Therefore take heed, my 
daughter,of whom,and to whom,thou speakest. — 

The, fondness which most people have, of 
hearing themselves speak,-and ef entertaining 
each other, often prompts them to supply the 
defects of memory by invention ; .I1 do not 
mean premeditated falsehoed,but that in a flow 
of spirits they make their story good at ‘all 
events. Most people who attempt to tell sto- 
ries, are apt to tell them too often, especially 
as they grow old ; ‘a tale out of season, is as 
musick in mourning ;”” and many a good sto- 
ry ill told, appears as a bad one. 

Above all, let me caution thee never to 
close thine eyes in sleep without recollecting 
whether thou hast not said something wicked 
or foolish, too much, or perchance too /ittle in 
the day past. Repent with shame and sorrow. 
There are some so unguarded and liberal of 
speech, and indulge their resentments so 
much, that: their whole life becomes a scene 
of folly, or guilt ; and some who are so cal- 
lous, they know not when they offend. 
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Nothing creates variance so much as evil 
tongues ; ee thy sex and youth make it 
more particularly 2 lineal on thee, rot to 
indulge thyself in much talking ; ; it cannot be 
reconciled to modesty ; and it opens such a 
field for familiarity, particularly among ser- 
vants, as, is apt to breed hatred and contempt, 
orlove.out of season.. ‘Thou mayst observe, 
that people of no education, are so much the 
less reserved in the decency and modesty of 
their discourse. 

. Consider also thy particular situation as a 
servant. The superior situation of thy mis- 
tress will naturally lead her to expect a Eas 
of homage from thee ; and that thou shouldst 
not speak but when thou art spoken to, and 
then be as ready as thou canst with thy an- 
- swer. If her regard for thee should incline 
her sometimes to speak familiarly, never for- 
get she is thy mistress. If she should occa- 
sionally consider thee as her humble friend, 
_ and companion, . thy task will become the 
more cult. If thou speakest boldly, it 
tay be considered as impertinence ; and if 
thou flatterest her, as is the custom of female 
servants in such circumstances, she being a 
woman of understanding, will look upon thee 
with contempt. 
_. If thy mistress should demand thy opinion 
of a matter thou dost not understand ; to ex- 
cuse thyself as being ignorant, is sufficient : 
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but if thou art” acquainted with it, relate: the 
facts, rather than give thy opinion of them, 
and. leave her to form a judgment, declaring 
in submissive terms, how much more able she 
is to judge, than thyself. This thew mayst 
do. without the. least violation of truth; 
-in all human probability, it willbe the* case’; 
-bat: temember to express thyself. in as few, 
‘not inas’ many words as possible..';I*have 
said the moré on this: subject, not'only with a’ 
view to teach thee how to behave’ ‘in general ‘ 
but ‘ds happiness ‘in service depende somuch 
on Loy anes erm grate ert ART 
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‘8 © DISCOURSE: XH. 
“FROM is government of the tongue, con- 
. Sider next, Mary,’ the immpottante\of truth. 
‘have heatd ny taster’ say, that the Egyptians 
Of \old: were used to wear a chain, be- 
set with precious ‘stones, which they’ 'stiled 
truth, initiating: that tobe: bie most illus- 
trious ofmament. 6 
The’ sacred writings tell i ‘that God is 
pho and therefore: to pervert the ase of our 
peech, which ‘so esis distinguishes us 
et the beasts that perish, must be a high 
offence to him. “ Tritth is always consistent 
with itself, and needs nothing to help it out : 
it 1s: always at hand, and sits upon fe lips, 
and is ready t o drop out before we are aware : 
whereas a Ue is troublesome, and sets a 
man’s invention on the rack ; and one trick 
heeds a great many more to make it good.”’ 
Servants are but too justly accused of being 
of this vice, yet’ unhappily it is not 
Beh outed Alas, my dear 
at table, I once heard 
aoe the lips of a fine lady ; every 
stared as'if they had been frightened, but 
nobody reproved her. 
~ Amongst the first christians, they counted 
it a most impious thing, evento dissemble the 
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truth ; and-when under persecution, scorned 

even life itself, rather than preserve it on such 

base terms. ‘This was -not enthusiasm, but 

sober sense and reason: they were followers 
of him. ‘in whose lips. was no guile,” : 

It may. be thy fortune to live among people 
who. make no. scruple, . occasionally, , to. tell 
—_ other in plain words, that they de, . This 

va harsh sound, anda severe meaning. 
There are, many untruths advanced wantor 
or by mistake ; im such cases; de thou. reply 
in decent terms, as, J think you are misinform- 
ed, or, J believe.you are, mistaken: those who 
have any, breeding, often add, you, will pardon 
me, or, you will excuse. me... 

There are also many _lies.of vanity, which 
are deceitful, though not intended to injure, 
People who.are too wise to believe. what is 
said. look serious on such occasions, and 
make no reply. It seems to. be © shaped 
pr as well as humanity and, 

a intimates, to admonish im private, for 
ies ; theagh I am sorry to tell thee; 
Mares that. eatin seldom have so much 
courage’on the one side to give, or humility 
on the other, to take fOrptr a eee way; 
of any sortwof lies. 

- “Whatever the case may be, to. 
is a great fault, though thou qenaie bn | 
much provoked: but it is a rhnesceegene 
one. Yomen should be at least.as careful of 
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their honour; in this” instance,.as men. usuall y 
are. Amongst’ the gentry, there /aré ‘some 
men. who will tell a lic, without any hesita- 
tion ; but if ‘they are’ reproached by another, 
- in order. to support a good. name, they demand 
his d/ood. "Thus. many have foughy under a 
notion of preserving: their honour, who had no 
good name}; ‘and consequently hazarded their 
lives for nothing ! ! J tell thee this, thatthou 
mayst know what is passing in the werld, and 
evilize: thy manners, as all people ought to do. 
My. master used to say, there are some na- 
tions whom we affect to despise for their. igno- 
rance, and. poverty, ;more civilized than our- 
‘Ff oukeung among whom there is less danger 
of ing violence. There: is a ‘civility, 
_¢yen ina carman, which naturally delights, 
and,.makes.one,wish to. be his friend 2 as 
when. he.is brutish,:we long to.see him chas- 
tised.,. Remember, that people who are really 
honest ; at heart, sare. clear im their discourse, 
and:keep close.to truth : ‘‘Lying,is the -vice 


| _» #9 @ villain, (a,coward, and arslave. AF thou 






ar discovered, ‘thou becomest,for.,ever sus- 
_ Seepected. . All that thou canst. get by lying, or 
% issembling,.is, that thou wilt not be:believed 
ne ee Se thou tellest a 
lie, thous-wilt be S Be ene to. support . oe 
falsehood by another ; " gy ey 


_Vation of guilt,.or a bitter oe psa Sa 
follow. 
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[am sorry to tell thee, Mary, that there-are 
many servants, now a-days, who scruple not 
to tell lies ; and others who eguivocate, and 
evade the truth. ‘They mean to support a 
certain character, by appearing to have more 
virtue ‘than they can make a just claim to ;. 
and yet degrade themselves by the infamous. 
practice of lying. 

Those who have been brought up Dp in the ; 
fear of God, and understand the net. of a 
lie, must be extremely distressed when they 
are taken by surprize ; but to intend by hcl 
means to deceive, is shocking ! | Lying is a 
vice which walks abroad with gigantic strides. 
It prevails much among those who are in a 
eine of servitude, as if they were ignorant 
that a lie is a crime of the blackest dye: Sol- 
omon says, “* a thief is better than a man ac- 
customed fo lie, but they both shall inherit. 
destruction ;”” and speaking in his own per- - 
son, says, “I have hated many things, but 
nothing like a false man, forthe Lord will 
pk him.” Destroy trut/ among men, and 

y. will become pe gps worse than 
re , for these, I believe, practice no deceit 
upon their own kind. ‘The wise man says, - 
‘“ the lip of truth shall be established for ever > 
_ but a lying tongue is but for a moment.” i 

All wise people hold their tongae} when it 
lec sal te gts bat: never ™ — 
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or eguivocate, for this is practising in the 
works of the devil,:who'is the father of lies. 

My dear Mary, I hope thou wilt convince 
thy mistress, and every body else, that thou 
hast a soul superior to falsehood, and hast learnt 
to dare to tell the truth, to those who have a 
right to-require it, though thou shouldst con- 
demn thyself to the acutest suffering. It-is 
thus thou mayst be sure of respect, and /per- 
haps of promotion ; “‘ Keep thy word, and 
deal faithfully, and thou shalt always find the 
' - ‘thing that is necessary for thee.” .The wise 
‘Mati docs not engage that. dealing faithfully 
shall ‘make every. one’ rich ; ‘this would-be 
impossible : ‘but that it will provide every one 
with what is fiecessary’ for them ; which is all 
we can with ‘any decency beg of the Almighty, 
oy 3h paige ie with safety, wish for or desire. 

My’ dear “Mary, if I should’ live to hear 
hou ‘hast told a lie, it will-be asa dagger to- 
iy heart.’ All the labours of my. mind in 

thy service, and all the hours Ihave’ spent in 
_ giving thee ‘instruction, though they will re- 
tuth into amy ‘own: ‘bosom, yet with regard:to 
thee, they will be mixed with: the: bitterness 
vf sot “OQ cherish, in thy heart, the love 
“oftrath ; Phave told thee thatGod ig trath 
-and therefore those that love truth, Jove God, 
vand’ will He’ beloved of him); sgn hi 
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\ objects of his mercy ; and will be made happy 
for ever and ever ! 





DISCOURSE ‘XII 


OUR ‘last conversation, Mary, ‘was*upon 
the subject of truth. Iwill now endeavour 
to point out to thee the hateful nature of 
pride: A very little experience’ will’ teach 
thee, how fatal it is to the human ‘breast ; and 
how contemptible it appears. in the eyes of 
the beholders. What is it’ such ‘wretched 
mortals as we are, can be proud of ? If 
we do well, it is ‘but our duty.” Observe 
how the wretched little pismire, man, struts 
about when he is proud! Behold’ what an 
extravagant opinion he. has of his own mer- 
its : what an immoderate conceit of his own 
genius, and how low he holds others’ in es- 
teem, who probably may be more estimable 
than himself ! ' How untractable are’ the 
proud : ‘How seldom they ‘yield to reason ; 
_ and how often they involve themselves and 
Others ‘im difficulties, which might have: been 
easily avoided ! 3 

‘It is amazing to consider, how such thi 

-dust;as:menj cawindulge pride ! “Hfthou | 

lest this*passion work in thy breast, despise 
thyself in dust» ahd ashes ; “and pity others, 

when they are guilty. 
- When T receive a iivpur, dui with in air of 
pride and disdain, it loses more than half its 
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value ; and my heart almost revolts against 
the expression of my ‘pfatitude, to’ those who 
deserve so little of fay esteem. ‘To be proud 
of knowledge is absurd, seeing that the wisest 
know so little : and, as to riches, do not the 
greatest among men, stand in need of the 
meanest ; and are not our labours at least as. 
useful to ‘them, as their wealth to us ? - Pride 
is apt to lurk in every human heart ; consider 
therefore what is passing in thine own bosom. 

“Pride, when it exalts us in our own esteem, 
and tempts us to despise others, never fails to 
wound the peace of mortals, and frequently 
|. turtis their brain. Thou hast’ read, that it 
|. Was the crime of the fallen angels. ‘The wise 
' tan says, “ the beginning of it is, when one 
departeth from God, and his heart is turned 
from his maker :” Remember, Mary, that 
thou art a christian, a'follower of the meekest 
- and greatest person that ever lived. Consid- 
er how the peo of his humility darts. 
forth rays, which dazzle and confound the 
wideofmanf 





Solomon. “« that Vengeance, as a lion, 
’ shall lie ‘ont for the proud, but humility 
a gp bs 
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as’ they plow iniquity, and sow: nviekednens, 
they ‘shall reap the same.” 

Proud people are generally : the, most eno 
rant of their own hearts ; nor can we: see our-’ 
selves whilst pride stands in our light. How 
many in all stations has it brought,to rain ? 

I could relate a tale which would melt your 
heart! I remember a farmer’s dau 
this neighbourhood, who yee sent to London 
as you are now going. A place, which y as 
thought a very good one was provi ded. for 
her ; but she like a silly proud girl, ol im- 
patient of controul, thou ght sh she needed neither 
admonition nor instruction ; and in a petulant 
humour gave warning to her mistress. , Un- 


able to. get so fs, a place, she declined . a 


worse which she might have had,’ and was 
soon seized by the cold hand of: poverty ; and 
what was. the consequence ?. to, relieve her 
wants she became a prostitute... é 

She. might have returned to her f2 
neither -would her pride. allow of $e shi 
heard of her evil conduct, and wrote. to hier nm 
terms that. might have moved a heart of flint ; 
at the. same time requesting of me to seek. her 
out, and.expostulaie with her, . 1 thou ght my- 
self’, fortunate | in, fi her, - pales JOU 
aaa gi de 

t eee 
. . ed ea oe ied a hegrd © of 


. cere Pie dae 
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thought the sin: she, lived in was not forbidden 
by the christian religion, under the penalty. of | ) 
-verlasting damnation, if she died impenitent ? : ) 
She looked stedfastly at me for some time, as | , 
if she was,at.a loss what answer to make, and : 
then, said > {You may tell my father, I .do ; ) 
hot. mean to go on. in an evil course.”’?..How- 4 
hem mo ie in, it ; — rrp she : 
reached the age.of twenty-two, died of a decay, 
the effect of the foul disease... . és 
«An, general, ut 
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others. . At first view;it’seems:to becdifficult 
toreturn good for ‘evil, but'thow hast been 
taught from: thy youth up, that!this sowisdom 
and virtue, and immortal glory! How many, 
through pride, shew the fiercest resentment for 
mere trifles. Yet, thou wilt be told, perhaps, 
that a portion of pride i is necessary for a ‘wom: 
an, and is the best preservative:of her: 

But ‘such advisers mistake a reserve of: beha- 
viour, which often proceeds from: a — 
of prudence, for that: detestable -vice. 
reserve thou wilt generally do well to practise, 
but do’ not confound so obvious .a distinction, 
as many-are apt todo. | 

Vanity and affectation are vices ‘to which © 
thy sex is in a particular manner addicted; it 
is therefore, to give theea 
contepenbosen Vanity is ‘the folly of fool- 
ishness ; and affectation: the cryer» that pro- 
‘claims it. _ If thou meanest to preserve thyself 
pure and untainted, dread vanity. »Whena 
woman grows vain of the charms of: her per- 
son; or fine clothes, or accomplishments, she 
exposes herself to -ridicule, «and as it were 
tempts vice ; for who expects resistance from 
those who have so little understanding ? 

One would not imagine, Mary, that, in-otir 
rank of life, these viten.ddliahh aunianiei 
| but there are fools of all sorts, and I have seen 
young women in villages, as well as*heard of 
: themvanscourts;: whom the looking-glass; or 
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the flattery of men, have perverted even to turn 
their brains ; and I believe thé consequences 


They are more dangeroush SAL ade, whi 
are drunk with vanity, than those .who are in- 


time sobers them again ; but in the former, 

_they:sometimes become incorrigible ; and you 
may: be assured, that every woman is defec- 
_-  tive’in understanding, in’the same degree that 
|»  ghe‘abounds in vanity. 

‘Take-care, my daughter, duis thou trustest 
to flatterers. The greater the commendation 
is, be the more on:thy guard, and fall: ndt a 
‘sacrifice to:a few empty words, though there 
should be-some truth in them. . Believe: not 
all-the good that is spoken of thee, whether it 
be said to:thy dace or not. 
> "The only advantage of flattery, regarding 
virtue 6r- uplerstinding, is, that -by» hearing 
-what we are not, we maybe instructed in what 
we ought to be :” Ihave heard: my master 
sobserve, that it is avery old saying, “that 
_ Matterers:never lift.any one up, but as the 

does the tortoise, to get something by 
vhis fall; and that crows devour only the: ead, 
but flatterers the living.” 

- On the other hand, 'it is most true, “+ that in 

ithe fulness of ‘the heart the mouth speaketh, P 
_»and ‘séme kind and tender words will fall from 












































soci geeenp ie tao St in the lower ‘state 


tedious "In''the last case, a short 


hon 
not 
evel 
qua 


of © 
pre: 
liste 
thor 


109 


honest tongues, which if not strictly true, do 
not the ong proceed ‘from the heart. How- 
ever, shut thine ears to flattery, from whatever 
quarter it may come. 

As to us. men, we are lavish in the. 


of women, whose. rsonal charms ‘Im. 
pressions | on us; but be’ cautiotis how thou 
listenest, ‘lest thou shouldst fall thyself, where 
thou apprthendest no danger. ne 








_ DISCOURSE XIV. 


w= giles os ae 0 Bhaey: 

: CONSIDER further, that pride and vanity, 
lead .to.envy.; and.envy is.apt to, excite re- 
sentments .even of virtue itself. . Weak and 
wicked minds have often. committed horrid 
crimes from mere envy : The envious poison 
themselves with the virtues of others. . Solo- 
mon says, ‘‘ the envious man hath a wicked 
eye, he turneth away his face and despiseth 
men.”* : 

The surest sign of a generous and 
disposition, is to be without envy: but the 
base and ignoble are generally envious. In 
all the catalogue of vices, none seem to be 

more foolishly wicked and abominable, than 
" envy, except malice and revenge. ‘To pretend 
to lessen what we will not imitate, or to wish 
to humble those above us, because they are 
above us, has something in. it so black, that I 
know. not how to express the hatred which 
thou oughtest to have of it. Other passions 
may claim a pretence at least to some plea- 
sure or satisfaction ; but what can envy fur- 
nish, but pain and vexation, at that which is 
properly the subject of joy? 

Malice, is nearly related to envy, and: in its 
effects yet more abominable : what is said of 
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one, May without much injustice be imputed 
to the other. . And thou mayst constantly ob- 
serve, that those who are most inclined to do 
any injury, are for the same reason most dis- 
ed to malice ; or in’ other words, ‘Teast 

willing to forgive. If thou shouldst at ‘any 
time so far turn thine eyes from heaven, as to 
feel the impressions of malice in thine heart, 
look into thine own bosom and tremble f” ‘O, 
my dear Mary, I can say nothing stronger 
than that malice is fit only for the ministers 
of the prince of darkness. 

Envy and malice are the genuine offspring 
of Lucifer, but revenge is his favourite child, 

and this passion is most apt to arise in persons 
of little minds. To indulge ‘this passion ‘is 
equally foolish and devilish. My dear Mary, 
learn to bear an injury, and consider an af. 
front ‘rather as injurious to the party who is 
guilty, than to thyself who art not gu t gully. I 
thy forbearance triumphs over the ce, 
thou art’ really the better, not the worse for 
the affront ; it certainly costs more to revenge 
injuries, than ’ to bear them. I° know an in- 
stance ‘in which this passion has been gratifi- 
ed; but is cost’ the party very’dear. A girl 
of this neighbourhood taking offence, robbed. 
a man of his bride, by telling’ a story, which 


= wasnot true; or very much disguised. When 


the truth came out, it occasioned her'l 
her own Jover, who was too generous in his 
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nature to bear the thoughts of an alliance with 

‘a woman so dangerous with her tongue. 
Thou knowest, that our divine religion 
commands us to be charitable and tender, 
even to our enemies, and to do them ‘good 
when they do us evil. Solomon was a Jew, 
-yet he says, ‘‘ He that revengeth shall find 
“ vengeance from the Lord, and he will surely 
** keep his sins in remembrance.” What then 
will become of such a miserable being, if be- 
cause of his revenge, his sins shall be had in 
remembrance against him ? Can we recollect 
too often that he that hateth his neighbour 
cannot love his God? We are all likewise 
admonished to be kind to others, tender heart- 
| ed, forgiving, as God by Christ hath forgiven us. 
‘Cunning 1s also a crime, and one that is im- 
puted most to thy sex, and to the very worst 
part of it, who are often dupes to their own 
deceit, Thou mayst have heard of an artful 
woman, or in other words, a cunning. woman, 
who has the talent of deceiving, or taking the 
advantage of the ignorance or simplicity of 
Other people. Cunning issometimes mistak- 
en for wisdom, but is as different in reality 
as light and darkness. Wisdom is truth it- 
self, but cunning is a Ze artiully insinuated, 
and intended to deceive, supposing that if 
truth be. disguised, the purpose will be an- 

swered. | 

_T must also warn thee of the danger of be- 
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ing too forward in believing, whether the 
matter relates to thyself or others. Consider © 
what is said, and by whom it is said: com- 
pare it with thy experience, examine how far 
thy belief may concern thy interest ; how it 
may hurt thy charity, or affect thy person. 
' Nothing will sooner induce thee to believe a 
man, than when he commends thee ; nothing 
ought to alarm thee so much. Many a poor 
girl has become a sacrifice to the ready credit 
which she gave to the high commendations of 
her personal charms. If we examine the na- 
ture of praise in general, the partiality of 
some, and the inability of. others to judge, 


there is great danger of its being often be- 
stowed in the wrong place. What a bustle 
have we heard made by the multitude, ‘in 
praise perhaps of the vainest or most vicious 
perso ; whilst for want of virtue in them- 
selves, they have totally overlooked the most 
virtuous characters ! 








DISCOURSE XV. 


I MUST next warn thee, my daughter, 
st the r of a too eager pursuit after 
. Thek, what Seale thee are, who 
give themselves up to idle pursuits, which are 
- so very. short: in themselves, and must be at- 
tended with bitter repentance, or endless tor- 
ments! A boy, greatly smitten withthe col- 


~. ours of a butterfly, pursued it from. flower to 







































flower with indefatigable pater. First he aim- 
ed to surprise it among the leaves of a rose ; 
then to cover it with his hat, as it was feeding 
on a daisy ;..now hoped to secure it, as -it 
rested on a-sprig of myrtle ; and then grew 
sure of his prize, perceiving it loiter on a bed 
‘ of violets.. But the fickle fly. continually 
| changing one blossom for another still eluded 
his attempts. At length observing it half 
buried ‘in the cup.of a tulip, he rushed for- 
ward, and enatehing it with violence crushed 
it to pieces. The dying imsect seeing the 
poor boy chagrined at his disappointment, ad- 
fe densbéid bien in the following manner: “ Behold, 
now, the end of thy unprofitable solicitude ! 
and learn, for the benefit of thy future life, | 
that all pleasure is but.a painted butterfly ; 
which although it may serve to amuse thee 
in. the pursuit, if embraced with too much ar- 
dour,. will perish i in the grasp.” 

_ No man is.a master of himself so ) long as 
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he is a slave to any thing else. _ Reason grows 
stronger by the exercise of it; whereas our 
love of vicious pleasures acquires strength by 
our indulgence of them. Thou perhaps 
mayst think it more in character for me to 
preach, than for thee to practise. It is true, 
Mary, that I ant in the declension of life, but 
for the same reason, that I have travelled 
through it, I am the better able ‘to inform 
thee, not only of the best roads, but also how 
to guard against falling from the’ precipices, 
or sinking into. the quicksands with which it 
abounds. - 

Now, my dear Mary, observe how the de- 
sire of pleasure creates secret wishes and ex- 
pensive pursuits ; how it mvolves its votaries 
in difficulties ; how often these depart from 
their true interests, and at once sacrifice their 
virtue, and their happiness, to an idol, which 
at letigth falls down upon them, and destroys 
them. Scenes of expense and jollity, are fre- 
quently scenes of distress and misery ; and 
company-keeping, as we term it, has hurried 
many a young woman into destruction. 

«. T have heard some of my neighbours com- 
fort themselves on their déeath-beds, that they 
hever were company-keepers ; the very thing 
itself in their + a and as they saw others 
abuse the liberty of modest cotiversation, im- 
plying a degree of guilt. On’ occasions of 
jollity, people seldom know what they are 
about: They warm their blood with liquor, | 
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and by the means of musick and noise, they 
banish reflection ; and, what can be the conse- 
quence? 
Our great philosopher and friend, says, 
** The heart of the wise is in the house of 
mourning ; but the heart of the fool is in the 
house of mirth ;” teaching us that wise men 
rather go where they. can do some real good, 
and shudder not at beholding the most seri- 
ous parts of life ; but that foo/s consider only 
how they shall be diverted ; and you may ob- 
serve their aversion to every thing that re- 
quires thought. & 
‘ I have already told. thee the danger of 
amusement at improper times, and in doubtful 
‘company. All the world knows, that the fine 
lady and the country lass, equally delight in 
dancing and singing ; the difference is only in 
the manner. Now let me advise thee to avoid 
both, in company ; singing, is an amusement, 
and may be indulged in private, or at church 
in psalmody : but idle songs will be apt to en- 
snare such a girl as thou art; especially if 
thou shouldst happen to excel thy compan- 
ions.. As to dancing, it isnever practised but 
im company, and in our station, dancing-com- 
pany is; I think, generally bad company ;_ I 
mean, that dancing in our station, is never 
conducted with perfect decency, and free 
from danger to young women. I know not 
if dancing be worse in town or country, but 
there isno necessity to declare against it, in 
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such terms as to quarrel with thy neighbours, 
who resolve to dance at.all hazards. I wish 
that thou, my daughter, shouldst be amused. 
by walking, or any thing innocent, when thou 
art permitted to amuse thy if, rather than by 
dancing. ‘These are the occasions when such 
young women as 'thou art, are /eas¢ on their 
guard ; and when men of evil intentions are 
‘most on the watch, to carry their wicked de- 
signs into execution. ‘Thou wilt always find 
amusement and instruction, in reading, provi- 
ded thou makest~ choice of good and proper ° 
- books ; otherwise there is mischief also in 
these. ) 

_, This brings me to mention, the great care 
thou shouldst take inthe choice of thy com- 
panions. Be assured that wherever the 
speech is impure, the mind is corrupted. If 
thou meanest to preserve thy religion and hu- 
manity untainted, it is time to withdraw when 
the discourse is wicked, indecent, or slander- 
ous. Consider thy company in a-great mea- 
sure, as good or bad, as they are tender or 
cruel toward their neighbour. Always en-‘ 
deavour to change the subject, when others 
are ill spoken of. Soften the rigour of the 
sentence given by them, and avoid injustice 
towards a good name, as thou wouldst decline 
a theft or robbery. f thou art Satisfied from . 
circumstances that the party absent is injured, 
plead their cause with a becoming warmth, 
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In aeting thus thou wilt do as thou wouldst he 
done b 
6 = Endeavour to accommodate thyself to the 
city of those with whom thou conversest. 
If they are in a higher condition than thyself, 
the more silence and attention’ will be neces- 
sary : with those who are /ower, the more af- 
fability will be proper. Never affect being so 
much above the meanest as to treat them with 
insolence : But whether superiors, equals, or 
inferiors, if they are viciously imclined, avoid 
them : do it with as much decency as thy 
circumstances will admit of : but still I say, ° 
avoid them. ‘The very. “ Hatred of the vic- 
ious will do thee less harm than their conversa- 
tion.”?’ Remember, - Mary, that it is the sec- 
‘ond word that makes the quarrel. 
cn thy intercourse with the world, “be not 
P| exceptious, nor given to contradiction, 
for this occasions contention.; nor be rudely 
familiar, for this breeds contempt. ‘‘ If any 
thing be not (fitting, do it not: If it be not 
true, a it not.” Our tempers are fre- 
uently more easily discoyered in little cir- 






cumstances than in great ones... True Chris- 
Sane ie their temper on all occasions with- 
| out any unbecoming warmth, . You remem- 
ber 4 ‘the disciples of our Saviour were 

' ina flame of resentment against the Samari- 
tans, he rebuked them. by saying, “ ¥ know 
not what spirit ye-areol,”.....--» 
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_ An obliging’ disposition will always 
the attention of thy superiors ; and ke healt 
Mary, that as ¢hou wouldst think it cruel to be 
condemned as ill-natured, for being some-. . 
times off thy guard, or out of humour, so as 
to’express a hasty peevishness, do not expect 
perfection in others. 

This instruction is more particularly neces- 
sary in thy station, for as servants are more 
ready to make remarks on this subject, than 
masters imagine they do ; themselves should 
likewise be the more attentive to their own 
conduct, not to offend. — 


MII me 


_ DISCOURSE XVI 


AND now that I am going to give thee 
rules for thy general conduct in life, remem- 
ber. that Generosity ceases to bea virtue, 
when it entices us to ‘do offices of kindness 
beyond our power. Our virtues, as expres- 
sed in action, must be suited to our circum- 
. stances. The mind may retain a readiness of 

disposition to serve others,and so far be as fruit- 
ful as the rain which cometh down from the 
heavens ; but where there is no water im the 
clouds, none can fall upon the earth. What- 
ever is in thy power, let it flow from a free 
hand and an open heart. ‘The humblest ac- 
tions sometimes carry with them a greatness 
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of mind, superior even to the bounties of 
kings ; “and we must be contented, when it 
-pleasds providence to restrain us with regard to 
- the means of relieving others ; and with 
gratitude of the relief -we receive racine, 
still maintaining the generosity of our minds. 
; The more prudent thou. art, the more able 
~~ wilt always be to assist any one who is 
particular « ss. . Every one has some 
poke ; and as the widow’s mite was consid- 
éred by the Son of God; as a great charit 
thy little contribution may be = seful to the 
distressed, and acceptable’ in his sight, who 
sees ba heart, If it happens that thou hast 
thing which thou canst spare, God will ac- 
\ ‘thoughts of the heart. A tear offer- 
ed up to misery, where only a tear can flow, 
will be leasing to the tender, Father of Man- 
kind, who ‘in whiten cases acce auna ca 
the deed. you can do with’ a prob- 





ability of Mito and with good manners, 
remember ‘it is as essential a part of charity, 


to warn oe ot r tote souls, as itis 


“These are duties 


"deducible from the tiniform conduct of 

“Te edehte tc of a generous mind, though 
of ‘the number of those who’stand in'need of 
rélief, than’ of a ‘hard-hearted disposition, 
though’ in plenty. “The same charity, which, 
ainong christians, makes men humble, just, 
— ‘watchful to do all the good, and avoid ‘all 
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the evil possible, makes ‘them: also ‘courteous 
and obliging. «And nothing canbe ‘more cer- 
tain than that-one may be very: charitable with. 

out having any thing to give; and very -un- 
charitable, and-yet as St. ia prc ones 
body to be burnt. 

Charity, as comprehending christian Ses. 
is so absolutcly commanded, and is ‘truly so 
much the bon of sogiety, that the neglect of 
it can never be dispensed with. And. what 
can exceed the pleasure of seeing others made 
happy, except the making them so by our 
own means ? By taking a share in the mise- 
ries of others, we render wretchedness the 
more supportable ; whereas plenty, amidst the 
frowns and contempt of the. world, ‘is but a 
splendid kind of misery. . The Miser is, of all 
characters in the world, the most hated. 
There are varidus ways of being charitable, 
besides giving money, and yet even in that 
respect much may be done.by 4 very mode- 
rate fortune, where self-denial is used, ‘and the 
heart is sincerely. inclined. 4 

Thou hast often heard. me. ‘mention. Mts. 
Ann Saracen. She lives in a'cottage of three 
pounds annual rent, but it is as_néat.and clean 
as any palace. When she dines at home, she 
-feeds-on the value of about: threepence ; + she 
eats and drinks of any wholesome. aliment 
that comes in her way, "but with,such mode. 


ration, she never hurts her health by excess. 
il 
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‘From long experience, she widerstands the 
quality of many drugs, and the use of kitchen 
physick ; dispensing the former with great 
oes and success. By the superiority of 

‘understanding, she is able to instruct her 
poor neighbours, influencing them by reason, 


_ and the books ‘which she gives them to read. 


She visits prisons, and converses with con- 
demned malefactors.. She puts children to 
‘sthool, and’ employs them in needle-work, 
partly by making up old linen, which she begs 
of her rich'acquaintance : This she again de- 
votes to the use of the indigent, by assisting 
them with chld+bed-linen ;--which is returned 
clean to ber after it hath been used, and the 
same ‘serves for the birth of: many children. 
All this is perforemd within the bounds of 
. forty pounds ayear. Thus amidst the checks 
of a scanty fortune, she acts like a gentlewo- 
-. man and a christian ; shining like a star, to 
guide the poor, the afflicted, and the weary, 
to rest and comfort. When you praise her 
for her good deeds, she contracts herself like 
the sensitive plant, constantly referring what- 
ever is excellent to God, who is the only. truc 
fountain of all excellence. : 

~~ She says moreover, “ what do I that every 


4 : _ hristian-woman who is. mistress of her time 


_and fortune would not do? If I am so for- 
_ tunate as'to have the favour of my superiors, | 
think I lay them under an obligation, when | 
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offer an-opportunity of their doing good. . He 
that neglects such an occasion, defraudeth his 
own soul. If I plead the cause of poor crea- 
tures who dare not appear to speak for them. 
selves, Iam so far an advocate in the cause of 
heaven, and act as a steward in the family . of 
God. I must use the talents my. Master has 
intrusted me with; and when I have done, . 
give the glory to that Being who is.graciously 
pleased to make me the. instrument of his 
mercy. In this view: I. think myself prefer- 
red toa higher employment, than if I were 
the first lady of the bed-chamber to the queen. 
If the fine world is infatuated with such tri- 
fles as dress and. diversion, and make these ° 
the business of their lives ; if. the gay are 
carried on, as it were, by.a:resistless stream, 
swimming. on. the ace. in a, delighiful 
phrenzy, and careless of the. gulph, which 
may swallow them up ; what can I do more 
than send up my petitions to the throne of 
ce that their eyes may .be opened to see 
their. danger, and. recovering their strength, 
get on shore in safety, if so it:shall please the 
Almighty,.to. avert his judgments ? The 
world will be governed by appearances ; ha 
py are, those, who discern realities. ;’ the 
tume.is surely drawing nigh whenattainmentsin 
‘holiness. will alone be of any avail, and when 
those :who ‘¢ have‘turned many, to righteous- 
_ hess will shinevas the stars for ever ai ever.” 


“ - 
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Mary,.what dost thow think of this charac. 
ter 5. Is it notcharming ? Yet, such should 
we all: be;,if we were practically christians! | 
often think, Mary, when I ‘take my rounds 
amongst my sick and poor neighbours, whose 
wants are heer than I. can relieve ; I often 
_. think, that if they to whom providence has 
- given affluence would but accustom them- 
selves to be spectators of the miseries: of vast 
numbers below them, they would surely sacri- 
fice a little more to humanity and charity, and 
would not offer quite so much incense to the 
lust of the eye and the pride’ of life. 

. -) Phy nyistress is a lady admirably inclined to 
ollides of pietyand humanity. Intreat her leave 
~ to inform her what thou knowest to be true in 
ec to misery and distress; — She will judge 
what she ought todo. She will not withhold 
her bread fromthe fatherless, who are dying 
with hunger; nor behold those who are perish- 
jag for- Wand of cloathing, expire at her gates : 
She: will not make gold her confidence : ‘The 
land will not ery against her, nor the = 
3 but 1 will have mercy © 
. Forget not, Omy dau cease 
will endur ey Shien Aer ee cease. 
r, the earth, and all the objects 
dus even the heavens which are anda 


seen its. mahsure. 
that it will constitute part of the joys of heaven 











4. DISCOURSE. XVIL 


IN-these days of pleasure and dissipation, 
lary, servants entertain each other with. ac- 
counts of profitable places; as, how much wa- 
ges some have more than others. - These do 
not consider so much the.comfort and peace, 
the safety and good treatment they enjoy, as 
how much they can. get ; I say, may get, for it 
is notthe lot of one ina thousand to bein such - 
_gervices as-are represented to them ; nor per- 
haps to have abilities to keep such places, if 
they could get them. They are apt to judge 
of the best places, as people do of the greatest 
prize in a, lottery ; and, in hunting after an 
imaginary good, often plunge themszlyes into 
a real evil. _ Let me advise thee to be conten- 
ted and learn when thou art well, and not de- 
sire-to be better than well. If thou findest 
good treatment, let this be considered as su- 
perior.to any such, additional wages as thou 
mightest have the, fortune to. obtain. _ In thy 
situation, as a very young woman, a fondness 
for change can hardly fail to produce mischief. 
I.do:pot say. but that in due time thou. mayst 
naturally expect an increase of wages. 
-Ifthou shouldst become. a favourite, ¢m- 
ploy thy.influence to keep peace in the family. 
. bop a, ones 
a 





‘Make.open profession of thy résolution at 
‘tosbe true to. thy mistress, but not the kes 


tibet th doh a} 
‘ : eee 
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friend to. thy fellow ‘servants, ‘when they do 
their duty... In all cases of difficulty et: thy 
mistress. be acquainted, and intreat of her to 

decide the matter, . In any case favourites are 
generally more feared than loved: and more 
intrigues are formed to insnare them, than thou 
canst suspect. -Our good qualities often ex- 
ripe us to more hatred and persecution, than 

all the evil we do ; and yet it is not the less 
true, that ‘ honesty i is the best policy.’ ‘Truth 
will prevail in the issue ; and it is thy duty to 


do the best thou canst, fairly. and honestly, to 


promote thy own welfare. - 

If unhappily any of thy fellow servants are 
remiss in their duty, remind them in civil and 
obliging terms. -If they will not take thy ad- 
vice, thou hast nevertheless discharged thy du- 
ty. When evil consequences follow by their 
not regarding thee, do not aggravate their mis- 
fortunes by. taunts’ .and. reproaches, as weak- 
minded people sometimes do, . All that should 
be said is, J wish you had been of my opinion. 
Soft words and ready answers, witha noble in- 
ye -ogptend have a imagick: fpanss to. calm 

perverse, 

df thot findest ainy fellow convent as well in- 
clined. as thyself, be her friend. 4 but from the 
moment she is guilty of any fraud or injustice, 


or entertains thee with discourse agamst the — 


‘person whose bread thou art eating, thou mayst 
suspect, that she is foolish, ignorant, or per- 
verse... It should nosey part to soften such 
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discourse, and. palliate the real faults; much 
more the foibles of thy mistress’: but if thow 
condemnest her when she is blameless, thou 
art guilty of injustice as wellas ingratitude. © 
Thou wilt generally find that those who 
eomplain most of others, are most blameable 
themselves. Reason calmly with them: 
Advise them to consider thecondition of their 
service, to represent their grievances, not to 
condemn their judge, before they appeal to 
him for justice. : : | 
As-I have the happiness to be known tothe 
lady who wiil take thee as a ‘servant into her 
family, I promise myself it will be so much 
the bétter for thee, if thou art not wanting to 
thyself. She spoke in such obliging terms, 
and promised me so generously to be 
friend if thou deservest, that [ hope she will 
be'as a mother to thee. ie 
‘She will probably teil thee, “ she knows 
thy father to be an honest man’; and that she 
hath a respect for him’; and if thou art a trae 
daughter’ of his, that thou wilt’ be a faithful 
and ‘good servant to her ; and if thy conduct 
sheweth that thou art, thou mayst'be assured 
of her friendship. - Now my daughter, if thou 
shouldst ‘set out: with such’ prepossession in 
thy favour; it. will be a happy omen of sticéess. 
There are some people whose thoughts are 
So dissipated, that one must repeat the same - 
words before: they are awake enough to know 
what is’said to them.. ‘This is a’ great unhap- 
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piness and very irksome to'a master, but it is m 
not altogether incurable ; for if the servant N 
has any delight in doing her‘duty, ‘she will be | b 
attentive to the: commiands, ‘to which she is 


bound by every tie, to be obedient. — [have O1 
already  Peeatlie to thee that one thing nec- i CC 
essary to awaken attention is, to ./ook at.the | sl 
person who is speaking to thee. ‘The counte- SU 
nance demands respect, and helps the under- tk 
standing ; and seeing the motion of another’s th 
hips, assists the hearing, whereas the want of : 
this kind of © tention, is ill-mannered, even ti 
matony equals, and much more-rom a servant. | ni 
. Always take ‘the first opportunity of men- rey 
tioning what is necessary, particularly it cases pl 
sete? ‘thou hast base commanded ‘to do - ol 
any thing, or hast received’ any message. » eb 


"Take for granted that thy mistress will not be 


informed of what relates to'her interest and pl 
thy ‘own duty, ‘unless thou tellest her ;_ and th 
“consider it as/injustice and breach of duty, ; his 
‘to keep her in ignorance. « 


“If'thy memory is treacherous, keep a mem- 
sorandum book, and by one act of recollection, 
‘which is to. ook into thy book, thou mayst 
‘be'sure that nothing will be omitted. But as 

_ ‘Memory depends’on the exercise of it, such 
“assistance may be® unnecessary, unless it-re- 
_ Jates to business to be done at some distance 
of time; -or when there are too many particu- 
“ars ‘ for:the: memory to’ retain. . Experience 
-must teach thee. what confidence to place in.thy 
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memory,and whatassistancesare necessary tot, 
Never.put off any business to any distant hour; 
but perform what thou canst immediately... 

Take care not to shuflle or equiyocate. up- 
on being accused of negligence. The more 
conscious thou art of neglect, the more thou 
shouldst. beg pardon. But all pretences, 
such as I thought this or that, when in truth - 
thou didst not think at all, are abominable m 
the sight of God and virtuous persons...).... 

Dirt and filthiness fall within the observa- 
tion of every one ; but neatness and. cleanhi- 
ness, like comeliness in person, is a silent rec- 
ommendation. ‘These are to the body, what: 
purity isto the soul. Every. young woman 
of sentiment naturally aspires, at, hpPisies a 
cleanly appearance. 

The decent and cleanly carry with. them a 
presumptive proof of a. virtuous disposition, 
Industry is generally the companioni of elean~ 
liness.. Even a cleanly  beggar-naturally en- 

gages a much haat < attention than a "duty 
| *Consider what is. proper to thy own 
cciedidbanate xather.-err.on the cleanly side. 
Acslovenly .good servant of. either sex, is a 
contradiction... 

I. must. not conclude this discourse, with. 
out: warning thee of the many fatal accidents 
which happen by. fire, nine,ja tea are the ef. 
fects of downright carelessness, a rey 
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gross ig ce, or unpardonable thoughtless- 
ness. 1 charge thee to consider what misfor- 
ba and miseries may he brought on others 

y this element, which ; 1% SO. admirable a ser- 
aa and so terrible a master. Pestilence, 
sword, and famine do.not make such sudden 
and outrageous havock as fire. ° 

There are some particulars, “Mary, which, 
through the whole course of my life, I have 
observed with great exactness. « Not to leave 
chimneys too. long unswept... Not to burn 
or by any other way to make a-great 
eenitet the fire-place.. Not to-leave a draw- 
stove covered... Not to leave a poker in 
fire... Not..to leave a candle burning in a 
reo. _ Not..to leave linen airing near a fire. 
to bring a lighted candle into a closet. 

Not to be any way at Age candle where 


there Not to a a candle 
into a. ithow ot to ven- 
ture even’ the enalions and candle in a hay- 











loft. ..And. where the floor of any room is 





own. spungy,..and..combustible. by age, to 
the part. i peeodaneaeen with some- 


‘thing. ) spark should fall on it 


from the candle. Wee ope coed mea ‘sea short 


candle and a Jarge-flat care 
in:both . cases: never to Coa an extin- 
guisher : . and. not: to ,bring.a lighted candle 
| Ded. x ane ae: rules which I recom- 
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est thy duty to God and thy neighbour ; and 
as thou meanest to avoid the punishnient 
which the laws of the land inflict on the care- 
less ds well as the wilful. . 


ee a 


DISCOURSE XVIII. 


















TEMPERANCE, Mary, is the friend to 
reason, the companion to religion, the child 
of virtue, and the parent of health. ‘The wise 
man says, ‘ Sound sleep cometh ‘of ‘ mod- 
erate eating, he riseth early and his wits are 
about him ; but the pains of watching and 
choler, and pangs of the belly, are with an in- 
satiable man.” Nature is relieved by a little 
good food taken in time, and we grow strong 
and healthy : but eating above measure de- 
stroyeth health, wounds peace,*and banishes : 
comfort from our hearts. - 

Many" act as if eating was their paradise. 
Regard not thy taste above measure, but ac- 
quire a habit of indifference : hunger will rel- 
ish the plainest food, and thou wilt take the 
properest quantity. 

Daintiness in diet, in people of fortune, 
makes them contemptible : it isa proof of a 
sickly mind, much oftener than it is required 
by a sickly, body. But when servants are 
dainty, and not contented with common food, 
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they: betray. ‘their. deleeves inclinations, and 
become a huisance toa family. High-cook- 
ed dishes are poisonous, they inflame the 
blood: Solomon’s advice is, * eat as becom- 
eth thee,. such things as are set before thee, 
_ devour not, lest thou be hated.” Consult 
the pleasure of others as well as. thy own, and 
be not, impatient to seize thy food, nor eat it 
faster than is decent and wholesome. In gen- 
eral we. eat. much too fast, and this acts doub- 
ly against us, for by such means we are the 
Tore easily. betrayed into eating too much. 
~ Beer is.our common liquor, and when good 
in its kind, § excellent for those who work 

; but the pure element which nature af- 
fords, being likewise good of ‘its kind, is the 
pre cine as well as alimefit of life. 
‘Hast thou, not heard how. it removes the fatal 

effects of intemperance ?. What crowds of 

‘the miserable = is 0 to, watet-drinking places 
and recover ; and a return to their former 
‘way of living, and die ten, or twenty years 
sooner than they might, entailing the gout 
-and other dissccnes on their, children. 

TI have learnt by experience ‘that water is 
‘the best pre vat ive from diseases : but peo- 
k may drown. their bowels by drinking too 
ip ch h of it. “Even bad water pte be render- 
2d ome by boars. and) infusing herbs 
oe : mt = and de <ramaeny tno soa 
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After mentioning the infusion of our own 
herbs, I cannot avoid taking notice’ how’ man- 
kind grow fantastic in their appetites, ‘ “Thou 
hast heard of a Chinese drug cailed ‘tea, which 
for many years past some people’have' drank, 
because others did: which numbers now con- 
demn as hurtful to them, yet'use it’; which 
people of the most different constitutions take 
in common ; and with which Phave no doubt 
many destroy their health, even granting that | 
it may be good for some, ‘and that» alittle 
poison kill none. ~ Servants also run mad 
about tea; they spend a large portion of their 
wages in it, and squander too great a part of 
their time. 

As to the poor, they are stupidly insensible, 
how they are galled in their health by the: bad 
sort of tea which they often drink®y by the 
habit of sipping, instead of drinking’; and: by 
using so much hot liquor, when'eold: would 
answer better to invigorate them. ’Phey ‘also 
consume a large portion of theit time.;:' and 
‘their’ gains by hard labour’ maké: themselves 
Wings and fly to China for this bitter dr 
Would to God that they were wise enou to 
spend’ their money in ee mas me oe 


sions, commonly called tea, is incompatably ter than bad 
small beer which the poor often drink ; and tity d es- 
teem it, but that the herbs are not properly See 
ed, and the infusion is. usually madet peer 
e 


supposing places where water is not : but 
are for the most part happy in this partibalar 
12 
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ment! The-single article of butter, which our 
forefathers used toeat only as adainty isbecome 
necessary to tea drinking, though this also is as 
ill suited to some constitutions as:the tea itself. 

‘ Female servants, like other people, have a 

right 40 their, share-of the. improvements, 

time and: riches, skill and industry have 
made... But lam afraid, Mary, we travel too 
fast; young women in-service aspire to dress 
too -much hike their mistresses, which gives 
them a wrong-turn. -If-thy mistress should 
give thee any of her own cloaths, consider 
what \is »proper for thee to-wear, and in what 

| shapes and-what to'sell. 

Let me next warn thee against the deadly 
effect of air, Avram — ‘eorrupt by too 
many people being in a p or by being too 
much confined. The poor are binge that 
their doers and windows are seldom very 
ye et frequently kept shut when 

Nature is so indulgent 

"to: Sc iecammewaneees will ehange the mass of 
air in-a-small' room. Chimney. boards are al- 

so’hurtful, as obstructing the ‘ree circulation 
of air, yen in the extremity: of cold, the 
: in. a small reont with the chimney 
thus shut up, I have found to be very hurtful. 

“When: ate poersare sick, they imagine that 
ds so necessary to their cure, that 
r frequent —— themselves with their 
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I have often lamented the hard fate of young 
ladies, in the height of their charms, who, if 
they had been farmers’ daughters, or not por- 
soned in a bad air, nor: chilled by flimsy: cov- 
erings, might have lived to oldage, My dear 


Mary, avoid shows in close places; and all ~ 


such. foolish entertainments, as are not worth 
the hazard of healtl»to any body in their senses. 


a 


DISCOURSE XIX.» 


IT is the duty, my daughter, of every one 
to make the most of their education:: in this 
free country, where women: have the same 
privileges as. men, they may with she nate 
propriety be taught;to read,., 

..The,.men. who..do, -the hard. wt sey vee 
drudgery of life, are not the most instructed; 
and ct it becomes the more beneficial 
to a family that a wife should-be-able to assist 
the husband. lf she is in 
ed to instruct her children, ‘whilst the father is 
in the field, she will save so much, and’ probs 


ably teach them. better than any old woman 


ia the neighbourhood could. do. 


Weare commanded to read the scriptures, 
ged to teach our 


and for the-same reason, obli 
childrea to read; if all of us were so 
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ents, | for ‘we should ‘know from the 
word of God that labour is the condition of 
human life.’ "Phe wisdom, which is the glory 
of human: nature; is within the compass of us 
ali. "Phe great end of learning, my dear 
Marty, “‘is to: know God;*and out of. that 
to love and obey him.’ Thou 
wilt perceive that in most instances which 
concer God, we cannot carry our thoughts 
so high, or find language proper to express 
them, ‘but ‘as we borrow’ words from sense. 
The ‘scriptures “which wete written for our 
learning, speak of the anger and love, the 
hands“ and the eyes; of God: at the same 
‘time that we’ ‘are to'suard aga inst ‘Bross con- 
ceptions, a8 we know that God is a ‘spirit, not 
visiblé'to mortal eyes, infinite in parsrs and 
devoid of passion. ' Such’ wisdom avail 
as, when all’ the learnirig that our superiors 
can boast of, ‘if not applied to the same pur- 
| / or made a bad use of, will leave them 
a Heh worse conditiog ahian if: they had 
venient in the grossest'ignorance, 
“~However necessary redding’ may be to learn 
‘our’ duty to ‘our maker, ‘and dacdaletbally to 
“émiploy our hearts agreeably. to his will, as 
‘contained in the holy ~ ures, ‘the same 
cannot be said of' writing: *dt*seems -reason- 
able, in ‘our ‘rank and cotidition, that women 
should be ‘taught’ to write rather than men ; 
| and the more; as‘the ‘duties of’ a’shop may in 
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general be,as well performed by a woman asa 
man, In.apy.case a woman may be of equal 
service to receive or, pay, take in.or deliver 
out. by. weight or measure ;,, but she.cannot 
act the part of a sailor or soldier, nor: do the 
, business.of a plowman,a SS a a smith, 
or a bricklayer. 

‘' Prudence isan universal virtue, which 
enters: into the composition of : all the rest : 
Judgment is its throne, and silence its sanctu- 
ary.’ Young people are more prodigal than 
old ones.. Whether thou hast little or much, 
take care of it, and.do not expend it im, vanity. 
Money may stand thy friend, when others fail 
thee. .. The caution holds stronger. for them 
who: haye but little, than for those who have 
agreat deal. In money affairs, Mary, re- 
member that. ‘ often so ies makes good 
friends.”’ 

Charity seems to forbid our mistrusti 
one, yet there can be no doubt, but 
would be madness to trust those with vi 
goods, or thy person, who shew no fear of 
God, nor respect for the laws of their country. 
Let them talk as they please, ‘ deeds are 


fruit ; words are but leaves.” The more * 


Javish such persons are in their promises, | the 
less they are to. be depended on, 

The innocent silly lamb in the fable, Was so 
eredulous ; that the wolf persuaded him. he 
did not: aicetome, as was vulgarly ima in 
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od, but on green pastures; why then, says 
the lamb, we may ‘as well feed together,” and 
creeping ‘from’ within his inclosure, mp the 
wolf ; to"be devoured as you may’easily im- 
agine.- Nay, I am sorry to tell thee, Mary, 
that it is'no’ strange thing for people to put on 
the disguise of piety and religion, the better 
‘to. ensnaré ‘those, who being honest and up- 
night’ themselves, think ‘well of the rest of 
mankind. * rn 
~ “Women, ‘who <are: really “modest, never 

rfiake a boast! of modesty, for that is in effect 
being immodést, A true sense of shame is 
founded on virtue, for we ought to blush in 
secret, ven’ ‘ata thought which religion con- 
@emns. Cultivate such purity of mind as 
may~ render ‘thee acceptabie to him in whose 
eyes thy heart ts open.~ Whatever thy com- 
pany may be, ‘take care not to' offend .against 
modesty, by any word or action ; and avoid 
giving any smile of approbation, when words 
of a double meaning are spoken ; and still 
more if they are in direct terms indecent. 
Jest not sian the rules-of good manners ; 
_ father finds how to be useful to thy compan- 
° ions, than ax to divert them : Solid sense is 

preferable to wit; the first is always benefi- 
cial, the last seldom fails to be dangerous. 
° "Phe wise man says, “ If thou be invited of 
a mighty man, withdraw thyself, and so much 
the more will he invite thee ;” intimating 
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that modesty towards superiors—is the ready 
way to be treated with respect. In the same 
manner when thou art conscious of ignorance, 
or when prudence forbids thee to speak, talk- 
ing will at once discover thy want of sense, as — 
well as modesty. ‘‘ ‘Too great.a distrust of 
oneself, produces a base fear, which depriving 
the man of his liberty, and assurance, makes 
our reasonings weak, or words trembling, and 
our actions faint.’? But observe, that there is 
the same difference between assurance, ‘con- 
sidered as a reasonable confidence im what we 
say or do, and impudence, as between true 
modesty and bashfulness. 

Those who desire to do what is commen- 
dable, and yet. from bashfulness cannot shew 


themselves to the world ; ought not to be an- 
ery with it, if others less deserving, promote 
their fortune in a more effectual manner. 





DISCOURSE. XX. 


# 


: FRIENDSHIP being the strongest obli- 
gation to the practice of virtue, as it regards 
particular persons, and the greatest comfort 
amidst the various calamities.of life, whatever 
thy fortune may otherwise be, I hope, Mary, 
thou wilt find a friend. 
- There are not many who have sense and 
virtue enough to be capable of true friend- 
ship, therefore be careful with whom thou 
contractest an intimacy. Sincerity of heart, 
and sreedons of behaviour often. pass for 
; but to be a friend, it is necessary 
to have a ‘good temper, and a steadiness of 
mind, with stich a degree of knowledge, as 
-Mnay enable one to give and take advice. 
Friends mutually compassionate: each other, 
and they must render themselves a mutual 
support. They should never say nor do any 
thing harshly, when the same thing can be 
done with tenderness. If thou shouldst ever 
havea friend, avoid all such kind of discourse 
in compan 3 as may undervalue her, though it 
#should ; t thyself. Do: not pieiashe: on 
. any friendship so far, as to use ‘words of con- 
tempt or derision, lest’ thou ‘shouldst give 
“wounds, which may not be so-easily healed. 
| ~~ Thou wilt easily judge how rarely such are 
to ‘be ‘found, to whom we may open our 
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hearts without reserve, and without danger. 
O Mary, ‘a faithful friend isa strong de- 
fence, and he that hath found such a one hath 
found a treasure.”? Friendship, sueh as ywe 
frequently find among virtuous persons, light- 
ens our sorrows, and. increases Our, joys ; 
warns us in danger, and delivers.us in distress. 
The “wealth of the world’ cannot fill up the 
measure of our wishes. for; a partner in our 
hearts; such wishes being; implanted.im)our 
nature. Solomon says, “ all flesh consorteth 
according to kind, and aman will. cleaye to 
his dike.”?. Death itself hath, been songht.in 
friendship, and one hath» contended. with 
another, desiring .to die himself to preserve 
his friend. I cannot tell but that the same 
may have happenedamong women, _. 
A: slight acquaintance is apt to lead the un- 
wary into intimacies, which often prove dead- 
ly in» their consequences. Nothing is..so 
dangerous as the. pretended friendship, of .bad 
people: Isay pretended friendship, for that 
whichis real cannot ‘exist upon bad principles. 
The counsel and advice of persons of superior 
knowledge and virtue,and whom thou hast rea- 
son. to believe are” sincerely interested for thy 
welfare, should make. thee ambitious.-of ren- 
dering thyself worthy of their pene and, 
haps in the issue these will be thy best, friends, 
Solomon tells thee ‘“* Love thy, fiend 
be faithful unto him, but if he rata 
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crets, follow no more after him, for he is a 
Foe eseaped out of the snare :”? Shame or fear 
of thy.resentment will. make him fly thee. 
Disclosing-a.secret-under circumstances of 
the greatest: temptation, will make a breach ; 
but.it-may be closed by great repentance on 
one side, or great compassion on the other. 
_As.to ‘friendship with a woman of a blem- 
ished. character, shun this, or thou wilt be sus- 
ed of entertaining the .same sentiments. 
oung women.are: warm. in. their intimacies, 
and apt to.shew more distinction to each oth- 
as “eee than.is consistent with. civility 
16 -rest. of the world, stich appearances 
ii Tails aibcabdelsceaina inn Aavells ict thy 
friend, shew thy «sorrow by thy silence ; and 
not like.a. faithless girl, blab out all thou 
knowest of.. «This is as. wicked as it is 
weak, since thou wert trusted on thine hon- 
our, .without any .condition.- Let her do as 
she.p » be. 3 thon fixed as +a rock, that 
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todo thee a service, if ic econ 
friendship, thou shouldst -venture »to ask a 
kindness. Inno case owean obligation to one 
whom theu believest to be wicked.’ Never 
suppress that tenderness, with which a ‘good 
heart naturally overflows, when:those - whom 
thou'hast ever esteerned, are in: real distress. 

e, when supported by the judgment, 
ei include friendship = but inregaed hod 
friendship between the sexes, in 
rarely to be found, without a mixture of sive 
on one side or the-other : I mean that tehder- 
ness, which is so natural to the heart. Among 
the elder indeed, the. flame may’ be so gentle 
and lambentas to change its name : and when 
it is founded upon right principles, that is, 
when it takes its rise from an’ -felt es- 
teem for amiable and virtuous qualities, such 
as. the piety, the integrity, the self-govern- 
ment, the-benevolence ‘of our friend’; and 
‘when our affection is further: cemented’ ‘by the 
exertion of these virtues, sotin’‘self-indul- 
gencies, but for the good of .all to whom our. 
kind. offices. can in-any way extend, then may — 
we . be certain. that such friendships will not” 
expire with age, or be terminated by death: 
for. Christians are instructed, “ not: heciidh? ” 
as those that have no hope.”? . Wemayrthere- 
fore rest .assured,. that such: friendships‘ will 

be revived and perpetuated -in the future 
world, and indeed without: the prospect aiid 
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hope of this, even heaven’ ‘itself would: lose 
one of its sweetest attractions. “ Moreover the 
bearing in mind continually this hope and ex- 
ion is of powerful efficacy to’ purify and 
exalt. out affections, to animate our zeal in the 
christian course, and to be especially concern- 
ed not to mix any thing in our friendships 
that will'not bear the holy eye of God. 

‘As I would not omit any subject ‘in ‘which 
thou ‘mayst ‘be interested, Twill put'thee yet 
‘more on thy. rm ard with respect A* love’; for 
a8 ‘this is ‘Well or “ill-dirécted, it ‘may render 
happy’ ‘or ‘miserable. Those’ who be- 
ie wretched by’ this affection, plead; that 
+r passions are for the most part of a ma- 
ignant kind ;~ but let me ‘tell ‘thee,’ Mary, 
when the ‘mind is infected “ with’love, there is 
| ot! : x ‘serious ‘or comick, so‘gerierous or 
‘bas “Which ‘may, ‘not directly, ‘or remotely 
‘pr eed from it.” The roverb'says, * Fol- 
‘low ‘love’and it will fice thee : Flee‘love and 
. it ‘will’follow thee. Tf this ‘teaches modes- 
BY also infornis us that’ there is‘much: folly 
sos caprite ‘in ‘love. When’ we ascribe to 

‘persons “beloved, qualities they do not 
“possess, we in‘effect fall in love with the crea- 
“areoF “our own brain, and” ‘this’ I take to be 

Ro uncommon eae he 
Tes r squisintanog;and'yet morc 






















“in our. friendships, it is hardly possible but 
‘“that the. persons and. conversation of some 
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people, should “be more pleasing and delight- 
ful to us, than those of others ; but. to. be un- 
happy, .because we are not in the company of 
a particular person, is at once.a proof of love, 
and not less of the foolishness of that heart, 


the pleasures of which are so narrowly cir. - 


cumscribed. | , 


It is not uncommon for a woman to rw 


ine herself: the object of a man’s love, wheth- 
er she desires to be so or not ; as vain men 
often mistake the civilities of women, for love. 
Thou, my daughter, mayst be subject to a 
double assault, either by the reality of thy af- 
fection, or.the vanity of a man: agdas.a 
great part of my. sex is not remarkable for 
honesty in love, thou shouldst beso much the 
more suspicious, and doubly on thy guard, 

. Nothing is so common in love, as believ- 
ing absurdities which favour the passions, ex- 
cept the lavish professions which are made 
on such occasions ; , and: from hence arises 
the danger. The language of ; passion, may 
sometimes express the integrity of. the 

yet it'is not to be trusted, without great cau- 
tion : and shé who makes no preparation fora 
retreat, in case of danger, may be oblig<d to 


surrender at discretion ; and find herself at - 


length in the hands of. an enemy, instead. of a 
friend. | Remember that~ nothing is. more 
dangerous, in thy.. condition, than the unjust 
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_agcusations ofa wicked man, except the. pro- 
fessions “of “his: love, by: which. he ey shew 
ferth his highest imsolence. 

--Hewever ‘blameable many an honest 
may “have: been, im giving piaei hae yt 
tions, yet being really Ledeen she hath prefer- 
red present sorrow and disappointment, even 
although it may have shortened. her life, rath- 
ow than do’any which virtue forbad. 

“People ‘of the ‘best understanding, retain 
mipression longest, and often carry them to 
the grave: The most benevolent seem to be 
the most susceptible of love, and therefore 
shouldbe niost: wpon their guard. Love, as 
an affection of: the soul, which enlarges. and 
improves the mind, ‘holds: mar with angels ; 
as arappetite ‘of the body, .it is common to 
brutes. ‘True love hath its root in virtue. 
Constancy” iswnited with it, and where it sub- 
Sists ‘in’ the ‘marriage state, adversity cannot 
divide it from the heart. ‘ 

"The foolish and wicked of both sexes. een- 





Consort together, and are mutually influ- 


efieed by” each other. Many-a young fellow 
have IT seen to the gallows on the ac- 
count of a nb an Sal gb = 

True modesty is equal sncteuich sexes ; se 
by the custom of the world, women are oblig- 
éd'to be the mést reserved in thé discovery 
Of their affections : Whether:this isampndiyan- 
. tage‘or not, I cannot tell. 3 


- 
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Advice:is seldom welcome. when ‘it-crosses 
a favourite inclination, but is it not far better 
to feel a short pain in breaking off a dapger- 
ous treaty, than be punished. severely all our 
lives, for believing too well of any one against 
proof ? 

Thou hast heard of some young women, 
and perhaps.a few young men also, who. de- 
spairing of an union with. their beloved: ob- 
ject, or in a fit of phrenzy, have, done, some 
desperate violence on-themselves,.. Is not this 
converting love into a child” of the, devil ? 
Whether madness be created by:ja, raging 
fever, or a fit of love, it is stall madness : 
whether it be in love or hatred) if we: trespass 
against heaven, we shall suffer by.its...,.. 

Love having nothing to-do. with pomp, our 
humble condition is Jess subject to deceit, than 
that of the rich, for people naturally. follow. af- 
fection when they are poor ; and.those who 
have no wealth, nor ever had-any;..prospect of 
living in affluence, have reasonito hope they 
Tay) support love without any. other‘aids than 
health, industry and: virtue ;- and. it certainly 
isemore in favour of love,-to. have ao want 
but of money, than to want: tysty thing. ant 
money... Tete s 

Aiman of a. profligate character, can, never 
be atrue friend to love, whatever-a, distem- 
Bin: imagination may suggest, | The. folly 
of such Joye will be. as gteat, and probably 
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_ more bitter j im its consequences, than if thou 
wert-to fix thine heart upon a man so much 
superior. in condition, as to afford thee no 
prospect of being. united to him. He who is 
out of thy reach, and he by gaining whom thou 
wouldst probably lose, are to be avoided with 
the: same care. 


i 
* > J ee 


_ DISCOURSE XXI. 


oe “SORRY I am, to be constrained to tell thee, 
_ 'Mary,: but it is necessary that thou shouldst 
know the truth; There are such vile wretch- 
me of both sexes, on this fair earth, as blushen 
the. heayenly face of modesty to think of. 
d:lkie-the devil, they go about seeking whom 

' they can. devour ; and when they have accom- 
‘plished: their foul. ends, they binggh at the mis- 
ery they have created, and spurn at the object 
‘they - jive deluded into destruction. Scme 
sven traffick in sin, and blot the most beauti- 
* - ful-workmanship of heaven, with such -hide- 
“ous stains, as might draw tears from the stony 
‘tock; . The evil, spirits in human form, flatter 
and : promise, and swear as prodigally, as-if 
ne Tees heaven ; and are as false as 
iell, ce_their deceitful. speeches 
come ; ig ce present the flattering shew of 
pleasure before the heedless eyes of young 
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women; and. draw them on tlh, they: fall into 
the pit of destruction. ig 
- These enemies to -virtue atterapt: boldly: to 
persuade a-young woman, that things which 
are really the worst ‘in this world are ng best. 
Little regarding the curse denounced! against 
those who call evil good, and good-evil, they 
practice the arts of a devil, when under a 
specious disguise he deceived our finst parent : 
A small. portion of sense and reason might 
shew the fallacy of all arguments, hepés, and 
expectations, in favour of actjons which are 
contrary to virtue. Listen not to them, but 
remember, ‘ that virtue which parloysys is hear 
a surrender. es 

Well do I remember ssome of my 
neighbours’ daughters, whom nothing’ would 
please but going up to ‘London, as if they 
were sure of ‘making their fortunes. Some 
of them have lived virtuously, single or mar- 
ried, and succeeded in the world ;: but-it hath 
fared ill with several of the most distinguished 
for ‘comeliness. As soon as they arrived in 
town, they fell into the snares of ‘those aban- 
doned procuresses, who under the ‘pretence of 
getting them good places, brought them like 
birds to the net, or lambs to the slaughter ; 
Witness , and —, and others, 
who did not use the precaution. before 


left ‘their parents, to correspond with suc 
ASR 
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friends in town:as they might trust themselves 
with, till proper places could be provided for 
them. © It is impossible «that thou,.or any 
country girl should suspect half the wicked 
arts which are played off to.seduce young fe- 
males, -Imust also caution thee, that in all 
cases, particularly if thou shouldst apply to a 
. publick' register office, it will be necessary to 

: thyself exactly of the character of the 
person who proposes to take thee asa servant. 
* DE charge:thee likewise, as thou lovest thy 
soul, not to indulge any desire of. being g-au- 
dily attired, ' If thou shouldst feel thine heart 
incline: to this vanity, get thyself cured of it, 
as a disease, which if neglected will prove 
‘mortal! 'Childish as this passion is, I know 
that it hath been the ruin of thousands, and it 
May tempt thee to forget those lessons, which 
‘i have sought’so anxiously to imprint on thy 
heart: From’the moment thou fixest thy: fan- 
ey on dressing like'a gentlewoman, I shall 
tremble,- lest thy destruction should be at 
hand. » What hus been the fate of those who 
seek the trappings of folly as the wages of in- 
iquity PW hae aideabers of young: women, 





without any other inclination to wickedness, 
_ shave been undone by the immoderate love of 
dress and-pastime:*: My master. was not a 
debauchee, but he had opportunities of know- | 
‘ing what multitudes of young women accom- 
plish their own destruction by the force of this 
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restless vanity: Among ‘abandoned: women, 
intemperance and disease bring on consump- 
tions and decay, and few of them live beyond 
the age of twenty-five. ‘Alas, my daughter, 
how deplorably are those fallen, who thus of- 
fer themselves as sacrifices at the altars of vice 
and impurity: ? 

In all conditions, remember that christiani- 
ty requires nothing at our hands more a 
orin a stronger m‘mer than chastity’ or 

ty :-and this consists in a fixed abhorrence of 
all: forbidden sensual indulgence : im a reso- 
lute guard over our thoughts and passions ; ‘in 
a firm abstinence from the most distant occa- 
sions of bust and wantonness ; in a conscious- 
ness, or deep sense of the perfect holiness of 
God, and of his being present every where. 
It likewise consists in a conviction: of the cer- 
tain truths of our religion ; and that there can 
be no hope of salvation where this virtue is 
not cherished. ‘Therefore be not entangled: in 
the snares of deceitful lusts, for these do con- 
fessedly war apainst the soul ; — if this-is 
conquered, all is lost! 

It is common ‘ur: mankind to Shelter them- 
selveswunder the flimsy covering of nunibers 
committing sin,.as if corporal: punishments or 
ignominious deniths : were - the- less. evils, be- 
cause crowds of malefactors are annually ¢con- 
demned to a loathsome prison, or the gallows! 
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1 charge thee, Mary, to, be watchful.ef thy 
_ words : Unguarded . conversation generally 
ppens the'door’ to mischief: It looks like a 
design to throw down the barrier of chastity. 
From, the moment thou permittest any man 
to'be thy confident, or allowest thyself to con- 
yess with him alone, ‘except where there is 


ok thy friends, it is most natural to conclude, 
there is some danger to such a girl as thyself. 
On‘the other hand, thou must éxercise some 
skill in thy reserve, not'to appear prudish, and 
ay thyself to ridicule. 
ople of fortune generally observe a more 
strict decorum, than the condition of servitude 
will for the most part admit of ; and domes- 
ticks therefore stand in need of mofe caution. 
But without any comparison of conditions, 
build thy caution on this great principle ; that 
human nature is frail; that religion doth not 
keep the generality of' men in awe, in any de- 
gree equal to what might be reasonably ex- 
pected ; rich. men are’ apt to presume on the 
humble condition of poor girls, to mark them 
as. their prey; not ssiilerin @ that the soul 
of ‘a -chambermaid is as falyable as the soul 
of a queen, ‘If you are wise, Mary, let not 
your fancy loose to think of tying the knot for 
life, with any mar aboye a tains, or a trades- 
, man,” ‘who is honest and not weak. If any 
gentleman ‘should honestly or dishonestly 





_ ? re —— feet ‘ww a 


guard your heart against such addresses. 
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commend your person, as-if he wished to pos- 
sess it, let it pass as words which he may be 
accustomed to speak.» In the first place, even. 
if it should be his opinion, a truly. honest and 
a generous character would have concealed it, 
as the. avowing of such sentiments, where 
nothing further is intended, can only lead e1- 
ther to something very wrong, or to the ma- 


_king both parties unhappy : .but if, what is 


most likely, nothing more. is meant than mere 
flattery ; it is then unquestionably a bait 
thrown out to deceive ; so-that at any rate it 
will be your wisdom to shut. your-ears, and to 

~The generosity of men. in this caseis not to 
be trusted. . I can tell you a very tragick sto- 
ry of this kind, in which I acted a considera- 
ble part. The daughter of a yeoman. of rep- 
utation in this country was seduced by a 


* young gentleman ; he had promised to marry- 


her, and she depended upon hishonour, Her 
father was my old acquaintance, and intreated 
me to talk tohim. I made him a visit, and - 
rg a variety of arguments told him that 
he did not know the mischief he had done! 
adding, ‘‘ [have heard her mournful tale ;-I 
pei kt the rising sobs that wake her soul : 
st father’s pillow is wet with briny. tears ; 
and her pind ct cheeks redden. a! earl 
whilst indignat fpr ae ed 
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Should fawn and flatter,,and mean, what shall 
disay;?, Mean to be a villain ?,.You will par- 
don me, sir. That men im such cases act like 
villains,..you,, must grant. - Cursed. be_ the 
pleasure which is dyed so.deep in. guilt, and 
creates so much pain and sorrow |” . 
-» He, told.me. he would make her a. proper 
allowance, «but could not possibly . think of 
amarrying. her, as -he should disoblige his 
friends, and mar his fortune. She-on the 
‘other, hand, .was not in want of a decent sup- 
port, and would not accept his offer. Grief 
for,,such. ill-treatment. threw her into a con- 
umption, and she died in a few. months after. 
«i.)When it was too late indeed. he repented, 
‘and was.almost raving with the Consciousness 
of having acted so basely.. “ O my friend,” 
he said, “* how shall. I banish from my heart, 
the remembrance of my dear Caroline ! How 
shall I forget the last parting scene ? It is but 
‘to die, she, seid, thongh it be a.death-of _tor- 
ture! With my last breath will 1 pray for 
‘ your prosperity | It is the decree of heaven 
that I should be thus chastised ; - thy will, O 
God, be.done ! May the remembrance of my 
isad_ fate never. disturb-your breast; unless it 
Should bleed with sympathetick sorrow for 
aay. guilt, and prepare miy soul for heaven !” 
: .Regollections like. these,’ harrowed.p-his 
pared. He was often seen walking+hy bim- 
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self, and bandiagisnts aiagonyerying out, “O 
Caroline : t Caroline ! | was thy murderer ! yt 
He seldom ‘slept abdve two hours at a time ; 
and as certain as he awoke; the same thought 
occurred to his mind. : His eyes looked hol- 
low, his lips wore a livid: ‘paleness, 4s if he 
withered at the heart.-- His friends carried 
him into ‘scenes of amusement’; these’ made 
him sigh the more. Hedied ete M rer 
melancholy. 

Attend, Mary, and take warming ! I - ase 
sured of thy present innocency #°T' know thou 
dost agonize whilst I am talking thus : but 
anxious as I am for thy safety, thou wilt for- 
give me, Mary, if I say’ too much, We are 
about to part, and it is fit I should communi: 
cate to thee, my knowledge of the ways of the _ 
world, and the means of dnpreereees-3 the evils of 
it. 
-Omy daughter, I now declare to thee, in 
the awful presence of the God; whom I adore} 4 
I had rather see. the blood’streamn’ from thy ; 
bosom, than behold thee in the arms, ‘even of 
a king,’on any terms bat an honourable mit. 
riage, ‘such as divine and human laws: ‘appoirit 
for the virtuous. >If thou wert to stray from 
virtue’s' sacred paths, though fledds’ of “briny 
tears would ‘fall ‘from thy fond’ father’s: eye 
these could not wash thee-cleat’; but the 


would come when they ar fisé in. "iste 
ment against thee. 





DISCOURSE XXII. 


» THIS. is. the last day in which I may ever 
communicate my thoughts to thee, with such 
freedom, and uninterrupted. satisfaction, as 
providence. bas. indulged. us with, since the 
time thou.wert capable. of listening to the 
voice of reason, and of forming thy mind to a 
relish of such truths as Iam able to. eommu- 
nicate to thee, 

The subject of our, conversation yesterday, 
naturally owed to the consideration of mar- 

The many mischiefs. which may be 
sapaed to the lawless commerce of the sex- 
€8, seem .to turn in fayour of this honourable 
alliance. 

Marriage. ought tobe in high estimation, 
not only, as the state most safe to virtue, and 
in. which so great a part of private happiness 

- consists ;. but as best calculated to promote 

ar welfare of ourcountry. ‘The Almighty, 
. oe ag t.order df his providence, having 
5 sexes for the mutual aid and support 

sa oir ot ;, it-is, highly reasonable to pre- 

sume, that when people, come to an age of 
j nt, and are wealthy, or fit to get their 
_ brea by. their skill, ,or labour, marriage is the 
prpper state.of life :. and nothing can be a 

incentive to it, than the pissing im- 


Stronger 
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y it is when this union is cemented by. 
a’ suitableness of disposition. Piety is un- 
doubtedly the bond that can neyer fail; but I 
have wondered, when T have seen’ the sad ef- 






¢ - 


fects arising’ from perversenéss of humour, — 


that even common prudénce ‘did not influence 
persons so connected to be obliging and’ con- 

descending to each other. The extreme foi- 
ly of the cor poy Me yoo is well illustrated 
by the fable of two hounds. They are 
represented as very fond of each other, but 
being young dogs, the huntsman coupled 


them, to prevent their following’ every scent, . 


and ‘hunting disorderly ; they expressed great 
‘uneasiness at their situation, if one chose’ to 
go this way, the other was’ eager’ to go the 
contrary, till at length they came-to’a <down- 


Fight quarrel. An “old ‘who ‘had ob- 


“served what was ing, réproved them in 
‘these terms : * What a couple of silly ‘pup- 


pies ' you are, to be perpetually wotrying’at 


ey iedien ond ee 
?” €annot' you com- 


‘ably and Mar on oi together y 
“iti by consulting each others 


inclinations: alittle? ‘at least, try ‘to make’ a 
virtue of nan ie and stibmit to what you 





You ‘canhot get rid’ of the 
“chain, but you may make it sit easy, atid you 


will find by’ ‘experience, that mutual ‘com 


ances, not only compensate ‘for ‘liberty zy 
are attended with délight7')) 0°) oie! Beis: 
OR BE: | 
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a nee heard - it seriously’ maintained, that 
the misery of servants may be dated from 
their marriage day: Such an’ uncomfortable 
doctrine supposes that their "wages are no 
ways: equal. to their expences when ‘they have 
any Children’ to provide for. This opinion 
proves:too much, ye experience may be ap- 
pealed to against it, as‘well as for it, Those 
who are‘extravagant or indolent, are hardly fit 
to be trusted in the marriage state ; and the 
child- born to such parents, comes into,the 
world under a great disadvantage. But mar- 

sometimes awakens the attention of the 
most thoughtless, and every one may observe, 
that the industrious and-provident, and such 
aS are virtuously inclined, generally succeed 
in wedlock. 

_ &s to the proper time of marriage, if thou 
aot a prudent offer, and no weighty reason to 
-the;contrary, marry in thevearly. part of life ; 
‘but if thou lettest. thy youth, and thy middle 

ass without marriage, if thou art wise 
ro“ ont as well 8entinue single. ©Wheth- 
er thou marriest a young man, or one of mid- 
.  ,dlef-age, consult his temper, and. carefully 
a g him. offence; ° and above all, I 
Sea Geos against jealousy. As there can be 
no government where there is no ruler, she, 
who hath more:sense than her husband, ' will 
* shew. it by her prudence, and fear of God ; 
_gtillyielding the superiority to him, whom God 
hath set over her: she may secretly. govern 


if 
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him ; but openly to assume the command, 
except in very extraordinary cases, is a proof 
i eemnnrne falls wary short of the 
true mark 
Rather think how to forgive real offences in 
thy husband, than create imaginary ones. If 
once the mind is. possessed with a jealous 
frenzy, it loses the exercise of reason ;. and 
every object that relates to love, is armed 
with the stings of scorpions, to poison. peace. 
Give jealousy to the wind, and banish thy 
disquiet. Wert thou persuaded of real infi- 
delity in thy husband, yet if thou hast a wish 
to share his heart, to regain all his affection, 
and turn it into its proper channel, be assur- 
ed, that if he hath any sensibility, thy tender- 
ness and love, with his recollection of what 
religion requires, will subdue his heart, and 
by the stings of conscience, convert him ; and 
if he hath no. sentiments of. virtue, rage ‘hp 
resentment. on thy part, will only aggravate 
misfortunes, and make two evils instead of one, 
rendering thy condition tle more distressful. 
“As to the revenge which some take, it is 
‘not so much a proof of resentment, as.an evil 
inclination ; itis a symptom of a sick and cra-_ 
zed mind ; it is like a man’s murdering him- 
self because another has attempted to kill him ; 


_ for she who proceeds to the extremity of re- 


asim se Basaga an ka 3 by . prostitution, does’ | 
dagger. into her own bosom, as. 
car’ seththonscepaicoate, and meant to seek 
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~ “her.punishment even. in the destruction of her 
soul... Command thyself, Mary ; patience 
and, good humour work miracles, and I hope 
these will always secure thy husband’s love, 
that:thy days may pass in uninterrupted tran- 
quillity ;. remembering, that. religion is then 
of most use, when the greatest calamities in- 
wade. us;.and that calm resignation to the 
will.of heaven, is the grand medicine, which 
cures all the evils incident to human life. 

If a woman discovers that meekness, mod- 
esty, and prudence in living according to the 
circumstances.of her husband, are her truest 
ornaments, she will likewise find whereia her 
interest consists. ‘The proverb says, ‘‘ The 
foot on. the cradle, and hand on the distaff, is 
the sign of a good housewife.”” This teaches 
that a woman inclined to virtue and industry, 
is at once able to.manage her family, and re- 
tain the affection of her husband,and educate her 

_ children according to. her condition. Nothing 
. an be sodesirable to a wee ageod ogee 
te : had it been for Harry Winter, if he 
Rea ta Sally Sweet to  Melnean Wan- 
der! .He acknowledged Sally’s perfections ; 
but in. his eyes, the air, the grace, the form 
4 of Rebecca,.were irresistible, and at length he 
_ °» married. her... She had been used to the tri- 
| umphs of. beauty, and never rightly informed 
of any. thing. She is of so turbulent and im- 
petuous a temper, as not to brook contradic- 
tion of disappointment. Her resentments are 
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as keen, as her senieg is uncontrollable. All sal 
herhusband’s wagesare hardly sufficient to find | 
her‘in top-knots, &c. “Where is their mighty . 
lové! They are parting with mutualdisgust. 

Poor Harry is much to. be pitied, efor 
though a ‘ virtuous woman is a crown to her 
husband, she that maketh ashamed, is rotten- 
ness in his bones.” 

But in. common eases, if n ther are very 
wicked, it is with husband and wife, ‘as with , , 
master and servant, if but one of the parties 
faithfully perform. their duty, ‘they can scarce- 
ly be extremely miserable. As an instance 
of this, there is Jane Sprightly. She: is 
young and lively, and much beloved b cher 
husband; she desired him the other day to 
carry ‘her to the fair, which he declined, by, 
giving her a variety of redsors for so doing 3 . 
adding, my dear Jane, you look ‘as if you 
were displeased; what‘are.all the fairs in the 
world ? or ali the women that attend the fairs 
to: me, compared to your smiles !"’ [cam bear’ 
any thing better than your frowns, exce pt the 
consciousness of doing that, which in fs ef. 
fects. will hurt, you: 1 would. not do you. 
harm: for the world! not even at your own 
request ;. and no one.can judge so wellas. - 
myself. what will hurt you. Jane: ‘has ; 
sense and candour, and heard him attentively, ? 
He spoke with such persuasive. eloquence in 


ae - maeruity of his love, she could 
td *% > ; 
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® no longer resist, bat ‘smoothing her brow, with 
¢. asweet smiling air, she said, “* In good faith, 
my dear Joshua, though I had a fancy for the 
fair, “it was but a fancy, ‘and I beiieve that 
thou art in the right : give me thy hand as a 
token’ of calm obediénce and sincere affection,” 
. she kissed it éagerly.’’ Thus a proper exer- 
tion’ of ‘prudence, though only ‘on one side, 
may bé‘of essential importance to both. 
"Tor this “end, I will give thée one'lesson 
more, which theu' wilt easily understand, for 
it is fotindéd ‘on the plainest sense and ‘reason. 
~The readyway to sectire a‘husbarid’s affection 
and ‘duty, isto be trély affectionate and dutiful 
asawite: Sandalwaysag agreeable as thou canst. 
_. phere ts’ another affection of the ‘mind, 
““which'Telates to ‘sociéty at large. Whether 
thon’ shotildst’ marry 6r remain single, cherish 
_ i'thy ‘bosom’ a tendeméss for children + The 
Woman devoid of ait affection, hardly deserves 
‘name of a woman. C@hildven : are a large 
~ part ‘of ‘mankitid ; and childhood being: with- 
‘out guile, they are at‘once’the objects of our 
~ ‘Jove’ and ‘respect. Remember the regard 
eg which was shewn théin by ‘the Saviour of’ the 
o, “world, when in allusion to'their innocency, he 
ee declared, “‘ of such are’ the kingdom of heav- 
en!” My master used to say, that. no‘com- 
ee plimient ve pleased hit more, than that’im- 
3 puted to ‘one of our = that he was a 
_ man 0 ‘sense, but in any of his 
~ manners, a child. | 











» CONCLUSION. ag 


» WELL, Mary, remember that . whether 

thou shouldst marry or continue single, thy 
real sum of happiness will be proportionate to 
thy progress in virtuous attainments; and to 


the right performance of the several duties’ of 


that particular station, whatever it may be, in 


. which the ‘providence of God hath placed 


thee. And amongst other things. remember 
and respect my admonitions, forget nat, ** that 
whoso honoureth his father’ shall have joy of 


. his'own children ; and when. he per Xs his 


prayer ‘he shall be heard”. "These: are high 
promises of the most exalted happiness.» The 
wise ‘man goes on to advise :. “ Honour thy 
father with thy whole heart, and forget not 
the sorrows of . thy mother,” conveying 
charming sense of the great love of a mot 

He then reminds us of the curse which at- 


_ tends.undutifulness. _“ The eye that mocketh 


his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, 
the ravens of the valley shall: pick it out, and 
the young eagles shall cat it.” "This isa 
beautiful allusion to that blindness and per- 

verseness. which; leads. some to neglect, and 


, some even to insult their. parents, denouncing 


‘the: judgment they: may expect, either mf 


some temporal calamity which will 






| or by the vengeance of | n which ° will o over- 


take them, such offences : are. of the blackest dye. 
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® “ Our parents can never be requited :” 
, Such i is the’ nature of our obligations to them. 
* Do not forsake me; Mary, if I should need 
hy help <* God only ‘can tell what may hap- 
It is ‘not the custom of our days, for 
Prildren: ‘tobe’ so attentive to their aged par- 
ents, as/is' required by thé-laws of God, and 
the obligations of* society. In our condition, 
] fear some old people are thrown on the pa- 
rochial charity, whose children might provide 
for'them. ‘There are many countries, where, 
although the inhabitants are far short of us, Sin 
some respects, yet excel in the duty of chii- 
dién ‘to parents. I remember to have heard 
tisay, that the “Gellicians, who are 
labourers in'the: great cities of Portugal ; and 
thé ‘Russians, who do'the ‘same offices in their 
owii’ country; are never so happy as when they 
carry ag wed their Ett, (to. assist’ their aged 


Children: shot to. fondue: their parents at 
all times,’ that their children’ may help them ; 
and ‘that the great’ Father of mankind may be 
their friend, ‘and their’ days ‘be long in the 
land, wherein ‘God hath given them life and 
health, to enjoy these blessings, in the stations 
which his providence hath appointed them. 

‘Heaven* knows’ I ‘have’ little to: give thee 
bat my good advice. Do not however think 
this‘a misfortune; for the'riches of the wealthy 


| often prove temptations to great wickedness. 


There “have Been ayer: persons $0: tenpasseirt 


~~ i 7) 39% ¥ 











165 
ie 
to possess the goods of their parents, as to- 
think they live too long ; “but it is to be hop-’ 
ed, that-we, who are poor, are/in less danger 
of this great iniquity. . Whatever sufferings 
thou mayst undergo, be courageous : remem- 
ber that thy great Lord and. Master /wed in 
erty and died in pain. Never forget his 
life and death! To give thy mind true and 
just impressions of christianity, has been the 
main scope of my design :.this hath been the 
bent of all. the care and instruction which I 
have bestowed on thee ; and whatever the, 
great may apprehend to the contrary, I think 
this of such:consequence, that no education 
can be called good where it is wanting, 
To-morrow. we must part, but I trust that 
in the love of God and goodness we shall ev- 
er be united! My -solemn. request is, 
that as often as the day begins and ends, 
thou wilt not barely say thy prayers, but 
endeavour to offer up the. real desire. of 
thine heart in prayer.. Surely you, may 
have some idea of the mighty privilege of be- 
ing thus, as it were, in an.especial manner, 
admitted into the holy. presence of the univer-. 
sal father of angels and of men, and of making. 
known your requests unto him! What would 
you think of the folly of a person who having - 
an offer from some mighty monarch of his 
. friendship and assistance upon ail needful oc- 
casions, should from indolence, or insensibili- 
ity, decline to avail himself of it? Yet what 
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is; the greatest potentate that ever lived upon 
earth, the; wisest; and: the best, in comparison 
of him who endureth from everlasting to ev- 
erlasting ; who sitteth in the heavens over all ; 
upon whom the whole universe is dependent, 
and.in respect of whom even the noblest be- 
ings in that universe are as nothing! 
v | QO Mary, there needs no further messenger 
from. heaven to tell us what we ought to do, 
and that except we repent, and are obedient, 
we must a// perish ; but we see how merci- 
ful our, Father is, if. we do. repent. Learn of 
St. Paul, to reason like.a rational-and accoun- 
table being, *‘ if God spared-not his.own Son, 
but delivered him up for us a//, how will he 
not with him also, freely give us ali things ?”’ 
Is not this an argument that the weakest 
may understand, and which the wisest must 
admire ! 


THE END. 
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